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written by Molly Strickland 
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“…The Word Became Flesh…” John 1:14
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Partners on the Journey of Discovery

The best journeys are the ones we take with others.  Lewis & Clark 
traveled together to chart the west.  Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins, 
and Buzz Aldrin left Earth’s orbit to walk on the moon.  Sam & 
Frodo, literary figures, of course, traversed Middle Earth to save the 
land.  

The beginning of our ministry together is marked by a journey of Discovery.  Our church has a unique, divine 
fingerprint, history, and DNA of faithful ministry.  God has called our church to this place, in this time, with this 
people, for a purpose.  God has formed First Methodist, and God is continuing to form us together.  That’s why my 
theme is Discover: Love. Listen. Learn. Lead.  

This isn’t just my journey, however.  This journey belongs to all of us.  We have just finished our first round of 
Discovery Gatherings (don’t worry, we’ll be planning another round through the fall!), and I’ve witnessed a blessed 
pattern.  I’m not the only one who is discovering! 

As people recount their paths to First Methodist and special moments they’ve had with God here, they came alive 
in the room.  When we hear these stories and witness that joy, the rest of us come alive, too!  At one gathering, 
several families met each other for the first time.  Then, at the end of the gathering, we all prayed together for an 
upcoming need.  It was beautiful. Not only have I been learning about how God has been at work in our church, 
but others have, too!

I want to invite you to join me on a journey of Discovery!  I hope that you’ll keep an eye out for our second season 
of Discovery Gatherings. I also hope that you’ll do a little discovering of your own!  Get to know someone you 
haven’t met yet.  Ask them about what they love about our church. Reflect on how you are coming alive in Christ
—how is God at work in your life?  Share it with someone else and watch them come alive, too!

The best journeys are the ones we take with others. There is no greater journey than the one we take together 
towards deep union with God.  What we pay attention to grows.  So, let’s pay attention to God’s work in and 
among us.  Join me in this great discovery!

With Joy in Christ,
Jim Morrow, Senior Minister

If you’d like to receive the First Word exclusively by electronic 
communication, please email kharris@firstmethodistalbany.com 
to remove yourself from our physical mailing list.
		

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is collecting resumes 
to fill the position of Missions & Outreach Director.  This is a 
part-time position at First Methodist, and it includes 
coordinating and working with teams to volunteer with Sunday 
Evening With our Neighbors, providing opportunities for 
mission work locally and abroad, and working with local 
charities to care for those in need.   If you believe you are a 
good fit for this position, please submit inquiries and resumes 
to lgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com. 

GO PAPERLESS

Dear God, We come to you with anticipation about the start of a new school year.  Whether starting our preschool or senior year of high 
school, please give students a sense of calm going into it.   Be with our teachers so that they may meet the needs of each individual 
student and let your light shine through their hearts. Bless our children’s ministry and preschool leaders that they have patience and 
wisdom as they shape our children to become followers of Christ.  Thank you for going before us into this new school year.  Amen.

NAMI Family to Family Classes - First Methodist Albany is partnering with NAMI Albany, the local affiliate of the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) to offer one of NAMI's signature education program classes, “Family-to-Family.”   Family-to-Family  is a class for 
families, significant others, and friends of people with mental health conditions. The course is designed to facilitate a better 
understanding of mental health conditions, increase coping skills, and empower participants to become advocates for their family 
members. This program is an evidence-based class taught by trained family members from NAMI Albany.   The 8-week class begins on 
Monday evening, September 13 from 6:30 to 8:00 PM on the First Methodist campus. Pre-registration is required and the class is free of 
charge. For more information and to register for Family-to-Family, contact Jere Brands at albanynami@gmail.com.  

mailto:albanynami@gmail.com


Welcome Our Newest Members:
●Carrie Clements (251 Stonegate Lane, Albany, GA 31721).
●Jim, Amanda, and Jackson Morrow (1700 Marbury Lane, Albany, GA 
31707).  Jim and Amanda have two other children, Dean and Nora.

Congratulations on the Birth of:
Saville Mason Sinyard, daughter of Stuart & Laura Sinyard, was born on 
July 15, 2021.  Grandparents are Jeff and Lillie Sinyard. 
We Celebrate the Baptism of:
●Melanie Knox Joiner, daughter of Matt and Meryl K. Joiner, on July 11, 
2021.
Christian Sympathy is Extended to:
●the family of Dennis Israel.
●the family of A.B. Cochran.
●Kristen Champion and Katie Hockman in the death of their father, 
Bobby Hinman.
●the family of Betty McDonald.
●Ashley Brim in the death of her mother, Renee Weldon.
●the family of Steve Russell.
●the family of Dick Hagelstein.
●the family of Nancy Williams.

School is closing in and summer time vacations are coming to a close. We here at Thrive Student Ministries have had so 
much fun making opportunities for your students to have fun and grow together this summer. There is not much better 
than a great summer retreat! But, even if your student(s) did not get to hang with us this summer, it is a new school year 
and we are starting things off right. We have a back to school event planned, new Sunday night schedules, wonderful 

avandenbergh@firstmethodistalbany.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
Instagram - @first_methodist_aby_kids                              
Facebook - @firstmethodistalbanykids* 

Prayer Requests August, 2021 
“Pray without ceasing.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15 

Members
Karen Kiefer
Marion Tyus
Jeanette Weathersby
Nan Wuller 

Non-Members
Carrie Castillon
June Higgs
Mickey McAfee
Bob Morrow
Steve Revels
Don Whitman

Prayer requests may be given to the church by using the Prayer 
Request Card in our worship areas or by calling the church office 

(229-432-7407, ext. 235).  Please re-submit your prayer request by the 
15th of each month if continued prayer is needed.

Stewardship Report 
June 20 - July 18, 2021 

Budget $158,475.51
Designated Gifts $34,430.89
Family Life Enhancement Fund $245,859.26

 Leave your checkbook at home!  Give 
electronically instead!  Have your weekly or monthly 
contribution debited from your checking or savings account 
and transferred directly into the church account.   Get 
started today by going directly to the GIVE tab on our 
website’s homepage, www.firstmethodistalbany.com, and 
follow the steps once you click on the DONATE Tab.

OR Would you like fast, simple electronic 
giving through your iPhone or Android?  
Download and install a QR Code App on your 
phone and simply scan this QR Code.

Sunday school sessions, and Wednesday night Bible studies coming back soon!  We want your student(s) to have a fun and safe place to 
call their church home, but our emphasis will always be the message of God and growing together. We cannot wait to see what God has 
planned for the 2021-2022 school year. We hope that you and your student will join us as we push forward into the goodness of God.
And do not forget, we are always looking for ways to grow our support team. Parent or not, if you are looking for something exciting, look no 
further. Here is how you can help.

BE AN ACTIVE FAMILY. We want to see your students Thrive. Attending is the simplest, most efficient way of participating. If we are 
meeting, encouraging your students to be here or making sure they have a way to get here is BIG! We love seeing your students here every 
week. We also team up with other ministers to offer special classes (Children’s Ministry for annual Confirmation, Sunday school, and 
Discipleship to offer occasional parent classes and groups for support and learning). And of course, we are always open to receive snack 
donations!

BE A THRIVE SUPPORTER. This is an extraordinary group of people made up of parents and “non” parents (or people who do not have 
students currently involved with Thrive). These are the Sunday school teachers, small group leaders, event volunteers, and hosts that make 
the Thrive universe go around. Without those who are willing to pour into the next generation, Thrive could not succeed the way it has. We 
have so many who dedicate their time every week and we are so thankful. However, without more help, we cannot grow much more than we 
already have. If you are looking for a place to fit in and serve, let me know by emailing or calling me. I would love to talk to you about your 
future in molding the future!

pgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com

Prayer Chain - Our prayer chain passes along urgent prayer 
needs.  To activate the Prayer Chain after hours contact: Molly 
Strickland, 343-3011.

Minister on Call (after hours & weekends) - Our pastoral staff 
now shares one on call phone.  To reach the Minister on Call after 
hours and on weekends call 229-733-1075.

Congregational Care

AUGUST PRAYER ROOM
August 2 Dot Morris August 23 Susan Strickland
August 9 Marcia Poulos August 30 Kaye Walden
August 16 Jean Satterfield

MOVE UP SUNDAY! On August 8, kids will move up to their next age-level class. Children who are 5 years old can join us for Kid’s Church 
following the children’s sermon in our 10:30 AM worship service.  Have questions? Contact Allison. All children are always welcome to 
come forward for the children's sermon! 
 
DID YOU KNOW? There are additional resources for you as a parent to use in discipling your kids at home! As a parent, you have a 
significant advantage over our kid’s ministry leaders in time spent with your kids. Use the time you have with your kids wisely, making the 
time you have matter. Check out these resources by visiting studio252.tv online, downloading the Parent Cue app from your resource for 
mobile applications, or visiting www.parentcue.org.
		

HOSANNA AND REGENERATION YOUTH CHOIRS’ NEWS
Youth choir rehearsals will begin again Sunday, August 22. Middle Schoolers will meet for Regeneration rehearsal at 4:00 PM in the music 
suite, before heading to youth small groups/worship at 5:00 PM. High Schoolers will meet at 6:00 PM for Hosanna rehearsals. We will begin 
practicing for Christmas and making plans for our annual tours ASAP! If you have further questions please contact Brandon Keaton about 
finding a place for your student in this great ministry opportunity.

THE 
LORD’S 
PANTRY

                          The Upper Room Devotional Books 
(regular and large print) are located throughout the church.  
Pick one up to use as a devotional guide for you and your 
family.  A 75₵ donation is requested.

Attention All Men of the Church!  You are invited to Kamp 
Kirksey on Thursday, August 12 for fellowship and grilled 
hamburgers.  5:30 PM - Fellowship, 6:00 PM - Supper.  Call 
the church to make your reservation by noon on Tuesday, 
August 10.

containers in the hallways to help restock the shelves of the 
Lord’s Pantry.    

Ministry Opportunity:   Would you like to be a Secret Pal to one of our college students while they are away at school?   This ministry is a 
gift of encouragement to our students to help them feel connected and loved by Jesus and their church family.   Please contact Anna Miller 
by August 15 at the church office (432-7407) or amiller@firstmethodistalbany.com. 

SAM Gathering for August. SAM (Senior Adult Ministries) is gearing back up for the Fall of 2021. We would love to have you 
join us the third Thursday of each month. We will meet Thursday, August 19 at 11:00 AM in the Sapp Conference room for food, 
fellowship, and a little entertainment. Cost is $7.00. Please RSVP to the church office by Monday, August 16.

GRIEF
SUPPORT
GROUP

Mary Brown Heritage facilitates this Grief Support Group to help you face 
these challenges and move forward toward rebuilding your life. This group 
meets weekly on Tuesdays at 3:30 PM in the Church Parlor.

If you have lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend, it 
may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right 
now. This can be a confusing time and you probably have 
many questions about things you have never faced before. 

First Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday at First 
Methodist. When you come to the church, 
place your non-perishable items in the 

Family Life Enrichment Campaign
As you know, in November of 2019 the Finance Committee 
announced a brand new capital campaign to make 
enhancements to some of our family ministry locations and 
the goal was set at $425,000 over the course of 3 years, 
putting the end of the campaign in November of 2022.   We 
are approximately halfway to that date and we have seen 
just over $256,000 come in.   This money has been set 
aside to fund such projects as the Kids’ Ministry Building 
renovation, completed in July of 2020.   If you have not 
made a pledge or donation to this capital campaign, it’s not 
too late!   We have many wonderful dreams for our campus 
and we invite you to join us.   If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Leah George, Business Manager, 
at 229-432-7407 ext. 217.



Christmas is coming! If you would like to be a part of our Christmas Choir, we would love to have you. We will begin practicing for our 
Christmas musical presentation, Wednesdays in August. If you would like to be a part of this vital, worshipful ministry, for regular Sundays 
or for Christmas, come to a rehearsal or contact Brandon Keaton for more information.

TRAVEL MINISTRY in 2022. 
Oberammergau Passion Play—July 2022.  If you have every wanted to attend the great Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany, we 
will be taking a group July 11-19, 2022. This “Alpine Wonders” tour will include not only the Passion Play, but other sights including: 
Innsbruck and Salzburg, Austria and the Neuschwanstein Castle. An optional extension includes northern Italian cities—Milan, Venice, and 
Verona. If you are interested, there will be an informational meeting, Tuesday, August 10 at 6:00 PM. Please RSVP for the meeting with 
Brandon Keaton at 229-255-7363. 

Upcoming Travel Opportunities—Watch for further information on the following travel opportunities:
●New York in the Fall of 2022
●Egypt, Israel, and Jordan in the Spring of 2023

bkeaton@firstmethodistalbany.com

Sanctuary Choir News. Choir Practice Change. Beginning in August, the 8:30 Chapel Choir will begin rehearsals at 
6:00 PM in the choir room each Wednesday. The 10:30 Sanctuary Choir will join for rehearsals at 6:30 PM.

First United Methodist Preschool is gearing up to start the 2021-2022 school year.   School will begin on 
Wednesday, August 18.  Please be in prayer for all of the teachers and students as they begin this new school year together.  There are 
still openings available in our one-year-old classroom and our three-year-old classroom. For more information, contact Erin Loyd, 
Director of Preschool Ministries.  Thank you for allowing us to serve and teach the love of Jesus.

eloyd@firstmethodistalbany.com

Wednesday Night Studies 

Wednesday Night Bible Study - Ezra and Nehemiah are known to contain leadership principles, but the real reason to explore these 
books is more profound. Through our study, we will discover how Ezra-Nehemiah fit into storyline of the Bible, pointing forward to the new 
covenant and the arrival of the kingdom of God. Begins Wednesday, August 18, 6:30-7:30 PM. Location: Conference Room A. Teacher: 
Laurel Griffith.

When you change your thinking, you will change your life. This season we are offering two small groups - one for women and another for 
men ‑ that address the same internal struggle.  Did you know that what you believe about God shapes how you see yourself? Join the 
discussion on Wednesday nights and you will learn how to fight bad habits, toxic thoughts, and tap into your God-given power to fight your 
fears. 

Men’s Study - Winning the War in Your Mind: Change Your Thinking, Change Your Life by Craig Groeschel 
When: August 18 – September 22. Time: 6:30-7:30 PM. Location: Sapp Conference Room. Led by Chad Mullins.
Order your book from your favorite bookseller. 
Women’s Study - Get Out of Your Head: Stopping the Spiral of Toxic Thoughts by Jennie Allen 
When: August 18 – September 22. Time: 6:30-7:30 PM. Location: Pathfinders Classroom. Led by Leah George and Lisa Dismuke. 
Order your study guide from your favorite bookseller.

 Discipleship News 
lgriffith@firstmethodistalbany.com

Monday Night Bible Study.  Join Brandon Keaton Monday nights in August and September as we study the book of Hebrews. This 
fascinating letter takes us through salvation history and puts the work of Christ in global perspective. We will meet in Conference Room A 
each Monday beginning August 8 at 6:00 PM for supper and Bible study.  If you are interested, sign up in the main church office or contact 
Brandon Keaton for further details. 

Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study - Ezra and Nehemiah are known to contain leadership principles, but the real reason to explore 
these books is more profound. Through our study, we will discover how Ezra-Nehemiah fit into storyline of the Bible, pointing forward to the 
new covenant and the arrival of the kingdom of God. Begins Tuesday, August 17, 10:30 AM-12:00 N. Location: Ford Hall. Teacher: Laurel 
Griffith.

Given to Alzheimer’s Outreach Center
in memory of Nancy Stephenson by
*Jane and Tom Killian
in memory of Helen Price by
*Dianne and Ingram Morgan
in memory of A.B. Cochran by
*Rosemary R. Hamburger

Given to India Medical Missions
in memory of Jan Rodd by
*Rosalyn Forsyth
*Kaye and Larry Walden
*Suzanne and Gary Unger
*SWGA Medical Mission

Given to Music Ministries
in memory of John Miller by
*Janet Hayes

Given to Youth Ministries
in memory of Mary Herndon by
*JoEllen Strain
in memory of Johnathan Coley by
*Billie Mitchell

Given to Memorial Maintenance Trust Fund
in memory of A.B. Cochran by
*Shirley and Jesse Way 
*Alfred Corriere
*Thomas Crews
*Staff & Directors of Planters and Citizens Bank
*June and Roy Staines
in memory of Dick Hagelstein by
*a Friend 
*Barbara and Jimmy Franklin
in memory of Karyn Bacon by
*Patsy and William McMath
in honor of River Sunday School Class by
*Patsy and William McMath

Given to Operating Budget
in memory of Johnathan Coley by
*Robert Thompson 
*Judy Randle
in memory of Richard Grebel, Sr. by
*Judy Randle
in honor of Hans Pomeroy by
*Simone P. Johnson

Given to Children’s Ministry
in honor of the new Morrow baby by
*Elise and Tommy Bean

Given to Littleton Sunday School Class Fund
in honor of Shirley and Hans Pomeroy by
*Patsy Martin

Given to Family Life Enhancement Fund
in memory of Richard Grebel, Sr. by
*Staci and Hank Wright
in memory of Johnathan Coley by
*Staci and Hank Wright

Given to Emergency Aid - Altar Fund
in memory of Dick Hagelstein by
*Carolyn and Jerry Griffin
in memory of Paul, Mary Jane, and Joe Weber by
*Anne and Steve Neal

Memorials July 2021
Who’s on the Couch?

 
Lunch and Conversation  

with the ladies of First Methodist

Sunday, August 22
Immediately following the 10:30 AM worship service. 
Call the church office by Monday, August 16 to RSVP.

                             Sponsored by

Two Opportunities to ENGAGE on Wednesdays:
We are excited to be able to fellowship again on Wednesday 
nights!  We will start back with supper and services on August 18. 
1)   We are looking for teams of 3 to help prepare plates from 
4:15-5:15 PM and 1 to greet from 5-6:00 PM each week.  
2)  We will also be starting back our Miracle Meal deliveries to some 
of our shut-ins, so we have opportunities to help with delivery. This 
special touch from someone in the church is a blessing to those 
who cannot attend.     

P l e a s e c o n t a c t S y l v i a B r o a d a w a y a t 4 3 2 - 7 4 0 7 o r 
sbroadaway@firstmethodistalbany.com if your Sunday school class 
or you and a few friends would like to form a team to be on a 
rotation to serve.  				

EVERYONE MUST MAKE  
AN INITIAL RESERVATION FOR AUGUST 18 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER
Make reservations with the church office, 432-7407, by noon on 
Tuesday.  If you have standing reservations, please cancel by 
Tuesday noon.  Cost: 13 years & older - $7.00, 3-12 years - 
$4.00.  Family maximum - $20.00.  Supper: 5-6:00 PM.

August 18
 

Fried or Baked Chicken, Lima Beans and Okra, Rice, 
Corn Bread 

OR Summer Salad with Nuts, Fruit, Chicken, & Blue Cheese
Children’s Line: Chicken, Macaroni and Cheese

August 25
 

Chopped Barbecue, Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Buns
OR Cobb Salad with Chicken, Bacon, Tomato, 

Cheese, Cucumber, & Eggs
Children’s Line: Pizza, French Fries

Wednesday Night Devotion - Anna Miller will be sharing a short 
devotion in Ford Hall after the supper from 6:00-6:15 PM.   It is for 
10 weeks based on the book “The Red Sea Rules” by Robert J. 
Morgan.   The same God who led you in will lead you out.   We will 
learn together 10 God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times.   You are 
welcome to purchase this short 131 page book and read along with 
me.  

Wednesday Night Guest Speaker - On August 25, Jonathan & 
Ashley Trousdale, missionaries with Campus Crusade Ministries, will 
be our guest speakers following supper.  The Trousdales serve in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia where less than 300 people in a city of 500,000 
presently have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.


