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Discover the Generous Life
Our lives are a gift. On one hand, your life is a gift given to you by God. Not only is it true that every one of us was 
created by God, but that God continues to give us the gift of life. Acts 17:28 says, “In Him we live and move and 
have our being.” Every moment we live is a gift given by God. On the other hand, our lives are a gift to others. Not 
in that sarcastic way where we might say, “Who do you think you are, God’s gift to the world?” Instead, we have 
the opportunity to share blessings with others. In doing so, we become a gift to someone else. We share the gifts 
God has given to us. When we do, we offer God’s grace to another person. This is a mark of a life formed by 
Jesus.
The generous life is counter intuitive. We live in a world that tells us we are consumers, everything is a 
commodity, and we must defend our scarce resources. Debt allows us to accumulate more, bigger houses help 
us store it all, and contracts help us protect it all. That might be why the simplest acts of generosity inspire us. 
The Gospel turns all this upside down. Our faith is the story of an infinite God who loves finite mortals and a 
savior who emptied himself of everything to gain everything on behalf of the world (see Philippians 2). Author 
Brad Formsma, in his book I Like Giving, says “Joy comes from giving your life away.” That sounds backwards, 
but it is exactly the model of Jesus. The generous life is an upside-down life. It seeks to serve others over self and 
to share one’s gifts with others. Formsma continues, “Living generously is about giving your life to other people so 
that everything you do—whether it is your work, your charitable giving, or your contribution to your neighborhood
—becomes both a gift to others and rewarding for yourself.”
In my first few months as your pastor, I’ve discovered that generosity is in our DNA. I see it in big things like the 
gifts that allowed our Alzheimer’s Outreach Center to rebuild after the original building was damaged, and the 
investment in our ministry to families through our Family Life Enrichment campaign. What’s really moving to me, 
though, are the everyday ways I see you living generous lives. I see the quiet ways that members of our church 
share their time to help others, the gifts of compassion, energy, and comfort; the gift of a smile, an open heart of 
friendship, prayer, and deep investment in the lives of others. This is exemplified in a comment one of our visitors 
made not too long ago. We got into the conversation about why she wanted to worship at our church. She said, “I 
wanted to come here because this is a church that helps people.” Generosity changes people’s lives.
In the month of October, we’re going to be celebrating the generous life. In our sermon series, “Discover the 
Generous Life,” we will explore the Christian vision of holistic, generous living. Along the way, we’ll celebrate the 
ways that we’ve been impacted by the generosity of others. We’ll cap off the month with a celebration on October 
31st, we’ll celebrate Consecration Sunday, a special service where we will have the opportunity to commit our 
financial generosity to the mission of our church for 2022. Then, we’ll have a big ole party right after church! You 
won’t want to miss it.
Make plans to join us each Sunday in October as we grow in generous living!
--Jim

Our Father we thank you for another month. As we lift up the bread and the cup on World Communion Sunday with Christians around 
the world, we pray that we are one with Christ, and one with each other. As we come to you on this Columbus Day, give us courage to 
venture into the unknown. Help us to believe you will guide and protect us on all our journeys of life. We thank you for the Laity of our 
church. May this be a Sunday when they can pause to consider their gifts and are intentional in offering these gifts to you. We lift up this 
prayer to you and ask your blessing on our great church.

Reminders from the Business Office:  

Dear Church Family- September marks the end of the third quarter of 2021, can you believe it!?  As we begin to draw this year to a close 
and look forward to 2022, I want you to know a few things: 
 

1. You will have an opportunity to make pledges for 2022 during the month of October.   Be on the lookout for information from the 
church by mail, on our social media platforms, and by email!  If you aren’t signed up for our emails, please contact Susan Dillard 
in the church office.

2. If you would like to “go paperless” on the First Word and receive it by email instead of mail, please contact Karyl Harris in the 
church office.

3. Giving statements will begin going out monthly at the end of September.   Please take a moment to review these against your 
records to ensure they are correct.   If you have a question or see something that you need more information on, please contact 
Ann King, our Financial Secretary, or myself. 

 

Thank you for your continued giving and support of First United Methodist Church.   We look forward to a strong close of the year full of 
ministry, celebration, and community with one another. 

Sincerely,
Leah George, Business Manager-  Finance, Administration, & Facilities



Wedding Bells:
●Carolyn Evers and Steve Edwards were united in marriage on August 
5, 2021 at the Camilla United Methodist Church.  Carolyn is the daughter 
of Randy and Jenny Evers.

Congratulations on the Birth of:
●Nealy Clement Register, daughter of Ron and Liza Register, on August 
30, 2021.  Grandparents are Joe and Joy Register.

We Celebrate the Baptism of:
●Luke Hampton Twiggs, son of Allen and Zan Twiggs, on August 22, 
2021.

Christian Sympathy is Extended to:
●Johnny Williams in the death of his brother, Jerry Williams.
●the family of Paul Thomas.
●Bruce Maples in the death of his mother, Janice Maples.
●Bruce Dorminy in the death of his mother, Betty Parker.
●Ruth Henry in the death of her brother-in-law, Ferrell Henry.
●Wynelle Greenway in the death of her daughter, Melanie Chavaux.
●Harry Vildibill in the death of his father, Harry Vildibill, Sr.
●the family of Gloria Mathis.
●Thomas Williams in the death of his mother, Sara Huey.
●John Leach in the death of his father, Phil Smith.
●Amanda Morrow in the death of her mother, Elise Bean.
●the family of Lee Hayes.Ok. We had a schedule shift in September, but with some changes and some planning, Thrive Student Ministries is fully 

open again. Thank you for being patient with us and for praying for us as we navigated through the COVID spike and 
school opening back up. We give all the praise and honor to God for putting together a team that is flexible and able to 
maneuver as one. We have great team leaders, teachers, and parents.

avandenbergh@firstmethodistalbany.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
Instagram - @first_methodist_aby_kids                              
Facebook - @firstmethodistalbanykids* 

Prayer Requests October, 2021 
“Pray without ceasing.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15 

Members
Phil Gresham
Karen Kiefer
Mark Majors
Amanda Morrow
Jeanette Weathersby

Non-Members
Karen Baker
Marion Baker
Diane Boesten
Melissa Misgen
Bob Morrow
Jan Robinson

Prayer requests may be given to the church by using the Prayer 
Request Card in our worship areas or by calling the church office 

(229-432-7407, ext. 235).  Please re-submit your prayer request by the 
15th of each month if continued prayer is needed.

Stewardship Report 
August 22 - September 19, 2021 

Budget $170,699.57
Designated Gifts $10,014.00
Family Life Enhancement Fund $247,223.26

 Leave your checkbook at home!  Give 
electronically instead!  Have your weekly or monthly 
contribution debited from your checking or savings account 
and transferred directly into the church account.   Get 
started today by going directly to the GIVE tab on our 
website’s homepage, www.firstmethodistalbany.com, and 
follow the steps once you click on the DONATE Tab.

OR Would you like fast, simple electronic 
giving through your iPhone or Android?  
Download and install a QR Code App on your 
phone and simply scan this QR Code.

I would like to point out that the more work we do the more workers we need. If you have ever been interested in pouring into the next 
generation, and you’re not sure where to start, let me help you find a spot. You may be surprised at the opportunities available. We love 
students and we love being a place where generations come together.

Just some times to know: 
• Sunday School: 9:30 AM in the Youth Center
• Sunday Nights: 4-7:00 PM

• Middle School Choir: 4:00 PM in the Choir Room
• All Students’ Small Groups: 5:00 PM in the Youth Center
• High School Choir: 6:00 PM in the Choir Room
•  Middle Schoolers are typically finished at 6:00 PM
•  High Schoolers typically do not need to be here until 5:00 PM 

• Wednesday Night Bible Study: 6:30 PM in the Youth Center

pgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com

Prayer Chain - Our prayer chain passes along urgent prayer 
needs.  To activate the Prayer Chain after hours contact: Molly 
Strickland, 343-3011.

Minister on Call (after hours & weekends) - Our pastoral staff 
now shares one on call phone.  To reach the Minister on Call after 
hours and on weekends call 229-733-1075.

Congregational Care

OCTOBER PRAYER ROOM
October 4 Marcia Poulos October 18 Susan Strickland
October 11 Jean Satterfield October 25 Kaye Walden 

FALL ON FLINT: Join us on Wednesday, October 27, 5:30-7:00 PM, for our annual block party on Flint Avenue that will include games, 
candy, prizes, food options, a photo booth, and trunk-a-treating. Child-friendly costumes are encouraged! Take this opportunity to invite 
unchurched friends or those looking for a place to connect.
 

DONATIONS & OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE @ FALL ON FLINT:
• CANDY - We are collecting candy donations for this event. Drop-off bins are located at the front office of the church and outside of 

Allison's office (Children's Building).
• TRUNKS - Decorate the trunk or tailgate of your vehicle and pass out candy to children.

Contact Allison if you want to join in the fun by serving!
 

THE GAP: On most Tuesdays children in 1st – 5th grades are picked up from school, fed a snack, helped with homework, and given an 
opportunity to fellowship with each other through games, art, and play. Cost is $100 per child for the school year. Contact Allison to register 
your child(ren). Please note: The Gap will not meet on October 12.
 

KIDZQUEST: Please be in prayer for our 3rd - 5th graders attending a fall retreat on Jekyll Island October 15-17. We will enjoy beautiful 
coastal scenery and an opportunity to experience Christ in new ways! Registered families, please meet in the Ford Hall parking lot for 
departure at 2:00 PM on Friday, October 15.

HOSANNA AND REGENERATION YOUTH CHOIRS’ NEWS
Middle Schoolers will meet for Regeneration rehearsal at 4:00 PM in the music suite, before heading to youth small groups/worship at 5:00 
PM. High Schoolers will meet at 6:00 PM for Hosanna rehearsals. We will begin practicing for Christmas and making plans for our annual 
tours ASAP! If you have further questions please contact Brandon Keaton about finding a place for your student in this great ministry 
opportunity.

SAM Gathering for October. SAM (Senior Adult Ministries) is gearing back up for the Fall of 2021. We would love to have you 
join us the third Thursday of each month. We will meet Thursday, October 21 at 11:00 AM in Sapp Conference Room for food, 
fellowship, and a gardening presentation by James Morgan from the Georgia Extension Service. Cost is $7.00. Please RSVP to 
the church office by Monday, October 18.

GRIEF
SUPPORT
GROUP

many questions about things you have never faced before. 
Mary Brown Heritage facilitates this Grief Support Group to 
help you face these challenges and move forward toward 
rebuilding your life. This group meets weekly on Tuesdays 
at 3:30 PM in the Church Parlor.

If you have lost a spouse, child, family member, 
or friend, it may be hard for you to feel 
optimistic about the future right now. This can 
be a confusing time and you probably have 

Flower Angels - Our Flower Angel team is looking for 
additional team members to help make arrangements from 
the altar flowers on Mondays at 9:00 AM. This will be on a 
rotation basis. The new arrangements are given to our 
shut-ins, those in the hospital, and Wednesday night 
supper. If you are interested, please contact Anna Miller at 
amiller@firstmethodistalbany.com. 
	

Shut-In Ministry Volunteer Opportunity - Would you like to make a positive impact in someone’s life?   We have a great opportunity for 
you to be a “Friend” or “Buddy” with one of our shut-ins.  We invite you to join our great team!  We have added several shut-ins to our list the 
last few months who do not have a Buddy. If you are interested in volunteering, let Anna Miller know by e-mail @ 
amiller@firstmethodistalbany.com or call her directly @ 229-347-0994. 

Family Life Enrichment Campaign
As you know, in November of 2019 the Finance Committee 
announced a brand new capital campaign to make 
enhancements to some of our family ministry locations and 
the goal was set at $425,000 over the course of 3 years, 
putting the end of the campaign in November of 2022. We 
are approximately halfway to that date and we have seen 
just over $256,000 come in. This money has been set aside 
to fund such projects as the Kids’ Ministry Building 
renovation, completed in July of 2020. If you have not made 
a pledge or donation to this capital campaign, it’s not too 
late!  We have many wonderful dreams for our campus and 
we invite you to join us. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact Leah George, Business Manager, at 
229-432-7407 ext. 217.



Christmas is coming! If you would like to be a part of our Christmas Choir, we would love to have you. We practice for our Christmas 
musical presentation on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. If you would like to be a part of this vital, worshipful ministry, for regular Sundays or for 
Christmas, come to a rehearsal or contact Brandon Keaton for more information.

TRAVEL MINISTRY in 2022. 
Oberammergau Passion Play—July 2022.  If you have ever wanted to attend the great Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany, we will 
be taking a group July 11-19, 2022. This “Alpine Wonders” tour will include not only the Passion Play, but other sights including: Innsbruck 
and Salzburg, Austria and the Neuschwanstein Castle. An optional extension includes northern Italian cities—Milan, Venice, and Verona. If 
you are interested, contact Brandon Keaton at 229-255-7363. 

Upcoming Travel Opportunities—Watch for further information on the following travel opportunities:
●New York in the Fall of 2022
●Egypt, Israel, and Jordan in the Spring of 2023

bkeaton@firstmethodistalbany.com

Sanctuary Choir News. Choir Practice Times. The 8:30 Chapel Choir will begin rehearsals at 6:00 PM in the choir 
room each Wednesday. The 10:30 Sanctuary Choir will join for rehearsals at 6:30 PM.

First United Methodist Preschool  has had a great start to the 2021-2022 school year. Thank you for 
allowing us to serve and teach the love of Jesus. We are looking forward to a wonderful school year!

eloyd@firstmethodistalbany.com

Wednesday Night Studies 

Colossians - The Apostle Paul knew that practical problems in the life of individuals and in the church would be solved when Christians 
developed the proper understanding of Jesus Christ. Join us in this study of Colossians and discover how your faith in Jesus can transform 
every part of your life. Wednesdays beginning October 6, 6:30-7:30 PM. Location: Conference Room A. Teacher: Laurel Griffith.

Men’s Small Group  - The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry: How to Stay Emotionally Healthy and Spiritually Alive in the Chaos of the 
Modern World  by John Mark Comer  
Hurry doesn’t just make you weary. It is the great enemy of your spiritual life. In The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry, John Mark Comer 
provides four down-to-earth practices for staying emotionally healthy and spiritually alive: 1) silence and solitude, 2) sabbath, 3) simplicity, 
and 4) slowing. Come and discover the unhurried Way of Jesus. It’s the life you were created to live.  Study begins Wednesday, October 6, 
6:30-7:30 PM, Pathfinders Classroom.  Order book from your favorite book seller.  

Small Group for Ladies - I Give Up: The Joy of a Surrendered Life  
Most of us long to be in control—of our schedule, our relationships, and our future. 
Newlywed Laura Story thought she had control over the great life ahead of her. But when she and her husband, Martin, faced a brain tumor, 
infertility, and a son’s birth defect, she realized she’d been looking for a happiness that comes from circumstances. This study explores how 
to delight in God’s gifts no matter your circumstances, and why surrendering to God leads to reconciliation with other people. Discover a 
deeper life of worship, a fuller life of joy, and a freer life of true surrender as you open your hands  to God. Study begins Wednesday, 
October 6, 6:30–7:30 PM, Sapp Conference Room. Facilitated by Willette Strickland and Camille Sinyard. Order I Give Up Study Guide 
from your favorite bookseller. 

 Discipleship News 
lgriffith@firstmethodistalbany.com

A New Adult Sunday School Class  - Whether you’ve been here for a short time or all your life, you need a place to connect and grow. Our 
new adult Sunday school class may be just what you are looking for. Led by Teresa and Bob Johnson, this class offers warm fellowship and 
discussion-based Bible study for those new to First Methodist and anyone not currently involved in Sunday morning Bible study.  If you have 
questions or need more information, contact Laurel Griffith. Location: Room 227, Building 3.  Time: 9:30 AM.

Monday Night Bible Study - Join Brandon Keaton Monday nights in October as we continue to study the book of Hebrews. This fascinating 
letter takes us through salvation history and puts the work of Christ in global perspective. We will meet in Sapp Conference Room each 
Monday at 6:00 PM for Bible study.  If you are interested, you can just show up on any Monday evening or contact Brandon Keaton for 
further details. 

Ladies’ Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Colossians - The Apostle Paul knew that practical problems in the life of individuals and in the 
church would be solved when Christians developed the proper understanding of Jesus Christ. Join us in this study of Colossians and 
discover how your faith in Jesus can transform every part of your life. Begins Tuesday, October 5, 10:30 AM. Location: Walden Chapel. 
Teacher: Laurel Griffith. 

Memorials September 2021
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS 

will resume at a safe and appropriate time.

Sharefaith App. When logging in for the first time, you'll search for 
"First Methodist Albany." After you've selected our church, it'll ask 
you if you want to use Sharefaith's logo or FUMC's - this is the 
logo that you will see on your phone's home screen. Once you've 
selected First Methodist as your church, you'll automatically be 
taken to our app anytime you click on the logo. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call Leah George, Business 
Manager, or Kallie Rutledge, Social Media Specialist.

First Methodist has a new app to go along with our new 
website! To download the new app, please go to your 
App Store or Google Play Store and download The 

If you’d like to receive the First Word exclusively by electronic 
communication, please email kharris@firstmethodistalbany.com 
to remove yourself from our physical mailing list. 

GO PAPERLESS

Like us on Facebook @ First Methodist Albany

Follow us on Instagram @ First Methodist Albany

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
Albany First United Methodist Church

Download the Sharefaith app and search for First 
Methodist of Albany

Stay up to date:

Attention All Men of the Church!  You are invited to Kamp 
Kirksey on Thursday, October 14 for fellowship and grilled 
hamburgers.  5:30 PM - Fellowship, 6:00 PM - Supper.  Call the 
church to make your reservation by noon on Tuesday, October 
12.

THE 
LORD’S 
PANTRY

                          The Upper Room Devotional Books (regular 
and large print) are located throughout the church.  Pick one up 
to use as a devotional guide for you and your family.  A 75₵ 
donation is requested.

hallways to help restock the shelves of the Lord’s Pantry.    

First Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday at First 
Methodist. When you come to the church, place 
your non-perishable items in the containers in the 

Given to Memorial Maintenance Trust Fund
in memory of Elizabeth “Betty” Bailey by
*David N. Bailey
*Charles E. Bailey
*Diane Broze

Given to Sanctuary Choir Fund
in memory of Elise Bean by
*Margaret and Leonard Brannan

Given to General Operating Budget
in memory of Elise Bean by
*Mandy and Jon Anderson
*Pat Drawdy
*Judy and Buddy Rainey

Given to Alzheimer’s Outreach Center
in memory of Helen Price by
*Sharon Williams

Given to Children’s Ministry
in memory of Nancy Williams by
*Elaine and Steve Arich
in memory of Ferrell Henry
*Patsy Martin

Given to Missions
in honor of Susan and Bobby Dillard by
*DeeAnna and Mike May

Given to Children’s and Youth Ministries
in memory of Elise Bean by
*Ted Goshorn

Given to Emergency Aid - Altar Fund
in memory of Elise Bean by
*Anne and Steve Neal
*The Larry Walden Family
in memory of Paul Thomas by
*The Larry Walden Family
in memory of Ferrell Henry by
*The Larry Walden Family

Given to Family Life Enhancement Fund
in memory of Lee Hayes by
*Littleton Sunday School Class

Given to Littleton Sunday School Class Fund
in memory of Lee Hayes by
*Patsy Martin
in memory of Gloria Mathis by
*Shirley and Hans Pomeroy
in memory of Jerry Williams by
*Patsy Martin

Given for Kamp Kirksey Chapel Sound System
in honor of Judy Rainey on her birthday by
*Jimmy and Karyl Harris and Thomas and Sarah Rainey


