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My family and I are overjoyed to spend our first Advent and Christmas seasons with you!   These seasons are meaningful for us as we 
prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and celebrate His first coming through His birth.   I invite you to join your church 
community in preparing room in our hearts to experience Jesus, make Him known across our community, and prepare the way for Him.  On 
Sunday mornings, I will invite us into some often overlooked movements of our souls in our sermon series, “Waiting Room: A Christmas 
Series.”  Here are our special opportunities to experience Advent and Christmas.  —Pastor Jim Morrow

THE GENEROUS LIFE
 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the pledge campaign for 2022!  I’m thankful to be part of a generous church.  If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to make your pledge for 2022, it’s not too late to do so.   There are pledge cards available in the sanctuary and chapel 
pews or you can ask an usher for one, or you can visit us online at www.firstmethodistalbany.com/pledges to enter your information!  
Pledges are one of the ways that First Methodist can continue to steward the financial contributions and ministries of the church well, as they 
provide a glimpse into what the coming year will look like.   As we forecast what the needs are of the church and the ministries of it, this 
information is crucial to planning. 
 

If you have made changes to your pledge for the upcoming year and you utilize the recurring gift option online, you will need to log into your 
account and make changes to your recurring giving amounts.   As a reminder, the Business Office has no access to your personal giving 
online.  If you need help navigating a change, please contact me or Ann King, our financial secretary, and we will do our best to assist you.  
The link for online giving is: www.firstmethodistalbany.com/give/
 
END OF YEAR GIVING
As we approach the end of the year, would you consider First United Methodist Church in your end of year giving?   Our office is available 
Monday-Thursday from 9:00 AM-5:00 PM to discuss any questions or assist you in your charitable giving.  To have your gift included in your 
2021 online giving, please make sure that you are aware of the following:
 

• Gifts mailed to the church should be postmarked by 12/31/21 to be included in 2021 giving.
• Our office will be closed on 12/27 and 12/28, but will be open 9:00 AM-5:00 PM on 12/29, 12/30, and 9:00 AM-12:00 PM on 12/31. 
• Online giving should be submitted before midnight on 12/31/21. 

 

I pray that your Thanksgiving was filled with love and gratitude and that Christmas will be filled with the peace and joy that only Christ can 
bring! 
 
Sincerely, 
Leah S. George, Business Manager-  Finance, Administration, and Facilities
229-432-7407 (office)  lgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com

Wednesday, December 1  Wednesday Night Supper, Ford Hall, 5:30-6:30 PM
“Waiting on Christmas: An Advent Worship Encounter,” Sanctuary, 6:30 PM

Sunday, December 5 “Waiting Room: A Christmas Series - Silence”  
Worship, Walden Chapel, 8:30 AM; Sunday School, 9:30 AM; Worship, Sanctuary, 10:30 AM

Wednesday, December 8  Wednesday Night Supper, Ford Hall, 5:30-6:30 PM
“Kid’s Choir Presents: Light Show,” Walden Chapel, 6:30 PM

Sunday, December 12 Music Ministries Christmas Presentation - “Joy to the World”
“Joy to The World,” Sanctuary, 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM; Sunday School, 9:30 AM
Presented by the music ministry team, Sanctuary Choir, Hosanna, and Regeneration Youth 
Choirs, and members of the Albany Symphony

Sunday, December 19 “Waiting Room: A Christmas Series - Surrender” 
Worship, Walden Chapel, 8:30 AM; Sunday School, 9:30 AM; Worship, Sanctuary, 10:30 AM
“Christmas at the Keyboards,” Sanctuary, 5:00 PM
featuring Suzanne Unger and Meri Beth Hillard
Sunday Evening with our Neighbors Family Mission Night, Ford Hall, 4:15 PM
Come as a family and share your gifts of time, love, and care to lift-up our neighbors.

Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services, Sanctuary, 12:00 Noon and 6:00 PM

Sunday, December 26 “Cozy Christmas,” Worship, Sanctuary, 10:00 AM
  Put on your comfortable Christmas clothes and bring your whole family for a brief,  

unified worship service, filled with our favorite Christmas carols and message for the season.

Sunday Evening with our Neighbors Family Mission Night, Ford Hall, 4:15 PM
Come as a family and share your gifts of time, love, and care to lift-up our neighbors.

It’s Christmas time, and you are invited home.   
Join us during these Holy Days as we await the birth of our Savior.

It is always a joy to share the spirit of Christmas together. 
Please know that you have a special invitation to be a part of the celebration.



Wedding Bells:
●Megan Rainey and Will King were united in marriage on October 23, 
2021 at Red Top Mountain State Park, Acworth, Georgia.  Megan is the 
daughter of Morris and Marcia Rainey and granddaughter of Buddy and 
Judy Rainey.
●Alex Barnhill and Jamie Roberts were united in marriage on October 
23, 2021 in Crozet, Virginia.  Alex is the son of Ken and Mary Barnhill 
and grandson of Kay Hind.

Congratulations on the Birth of:
●Zara Rusin, daughter of Joshua & Sabbah Rusin of London, England, 
on November 14, 2021.  Grandparents are Jim and Jan Rusin.
We Celebrate the Baptism of:
●Riggs Thomas Hillard, son of C.J. & Ann Marie Hillard, on October 24, 
2021.

Christian Sympathy is Extended to:
●the family of Woody Boyd.
●the family of Jimmy Champion.
●Brenda Eanes in the death of her husband, John Eanes.
●Susan Simmons in the death of her mother, Peggy Svoboda.
●Pam Spencer in the death of her father, Walter Garris.
●Lorraine Cook in the death of her brother, Buck Buckhalter.

Hey First UMC, what a wild year it has been! One more month until 2021 is over, but this has not been a year to just set to 
the side. We have grown back into in person worship and we have done it safely. We are back on Sunday mornings, we 
are back on Sunday nights, and we are back on Wednesdays! Not to mention…we have Wednesday Night Supper on 
December 1 and 8!!! 

avandenbergh@firstmethodistalbany.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
Instagram - @first_methodist_aby_kids                              
Facebook - @firstmethodistalbanykids* 

Prayer Requests December, 2021 
“Pray without ceasing.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15 

Members
Phil Gresham
Karen Kiefer
Amanda Morrow
Sharlene Stephens
Nan Wuller

Non-Members
Diane Boesten
Carrie Castillon
Joel Eubanks
Marcia Eubanks
Bill Henderson

Jean Marley
Mickey McAfee
Melissa Misgen
Bob Morrow
Jan Robinson

Prayer requests may be given to the church by using the Prayer 
Request Card in our worship areas or by calling the church office 
(229-432-7407, ext. 235).  Please re-submit your prayer request 

by the 15th of each month if continued prayer is needed.

Stewardship Report 
October 24 - November 14, 2021 

Budget $108,017.67
Designated Gifts $10,741.76
Family Life Enhancement Fund $253,548.26

 Leave your checkbook at home!  Give 
electronically instead!  Have your weekly or monthly 
contribution debited from your checking or savings account 
and transferred directly into the church account.   Get 
started today by going directly to the GIVE tab on our 
website’s homepage, www.firstmethodistalbany.com, and 
follow the steps once you click on the DONATE Tab.

OR Would you like fast, simple electronic 
giving through your iPhone or Android?  
Download and install a QR Code App on your 
phone and simply scan this QR Code.

Thrive Student Ministries has a full last month for 2021. 

12/5: We have our last typically scheduled Sunday of the year. Sign-ups for Rock The Universe are due!
12/12: We will be part of the Sunday morning Choir Cantata and will be having our Christmas Party that night.
12/19: We will have Sunday school in the morning and we are planning on going Caroling Sunday night.
12/26: There will not be a typical Sunday school and there will be no Sunday Night Activities this night.

We are super proud to be just one of the ministries of First UMC that has been able to move forward this year. We thank you for all of the 
support we have received this year and we are excited to move forward in the coming year!

pgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com

Prayer Chain - Our prayer chain passes along urgent prayer 
needs.  To activate the Prayer Chain after hours contact: Molly 
Strickland, 343-3011.

Minister on Call (after hours & weekends) - Our pastoral staff 
now shares one on call phone.  To reach the Minister on Call after 
hours and on weekends call 229-733-1075.

Join your Prayer Team in praying our December 
prayer each day. 

written by Kay Lennard 

Congregational Care

DECEMBER PRAYER ROOM

KIDS CHOIR PRESENTS: LIGHT SHOW  - On December 8 at 6:30 PM, our Kids’ Choir will present their Christmas program in Walden 
Chapel. Practices are held Wednesday nights 6:30-7:30 PM in the kids’ building for children 4 years old – 5th grade. We’d love for your 
child(ren) to join us for this fun, festive show! 
 

THE MANGER PROJECT - If you missed our event last month, but still want to build a manger with your family, visit https://dadstools.org to 
order a kit.
 
DECEMBER 26 WORSHIP  - We want to encourage your kids to be cozy and wear their Christmas jammies to church at the end of the 
month!

My Favorite Poem by Author Unknown
“Three men were walking on a wall, Feeling, Faith, and 
Fact, when Feeling had an awful fall and Faith was taken 
aback, So close was Faith to Feeling, he stumbled and 
fell too, but Fact remained and Pulled Faith back and 
Faith Feeling too.”
 

God in Christ Jesus is a fact in my life. There have been 
times I have said, “I can't do this.”   Then our Savior 
sends something or someone to help me until I can find 
my footing and strength again. This is a gift God gave us 
through His son Jesus Christ.  by Kay Lennard
 

Lord God of time, space, history, and redemption, we 
thank you for our Savior Jesus Christ.  We sing for joy at 
the work of Your hand and for the promise of newness of 
life for all who believe in You.  May You give us hearts to 
receive all that You have for us in this Advent season as 
we await and worship the True and Only Messiah.  
Transform us into Your image that all creation might 
praise You and sing of Your unending love for us.   In the 
name of the Only Son and Savior, Christ Jesus our King 
we pray. Amen

HOSANNA AND REGENERATION YOUTH CHOIRS’ NEWS
Middle Schoolers will meet for Regeneration rehearsal at 4:00 PM in the music suite, before heading to youth small groups/worship at 5:00 
PM. High Schoolers will meet at 6:00 PM for Hosanna rehearsals. If you have further questions please contact Brandon Keaton about 
finding a place for your student in this great ministry opportunity.

SAM Gathering for December. SAM (Senior Adult Ministries) would love to have you join us the third Thursday of each month. 
We will meet Thursday, December 16 at 6:00 PM in the Sapp Conference Room for dinner, followed by a Christmas 
performance by the Albany Chorale in our Sanctuary. Cost is $7.00. Please RSVP to the church office by Monday, December 
13.

GRIEF
SUPPORT
GROUP

If you have lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend, it may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. 
This can be a confusing time and you probably have many questions about things you have never faced before. Mary Brown 
Heritage facilitates this Grief Support Group to help you face these challenges and move forward toward rebuilding your life. 
This group meets weekly on Tuesdays at 3:30 PM in the Church Parlor.

Flower Angels - Our Flower Angel team is looking for additional team members to help make arrangements from the altar flowers on 
Mondays at 9:00 AM.  This will be on a rotation basis. The new arrangements are given to our shut-ins, those in the hospital, and 
Wednesday night supper. If you are interested, please contact Anna Miller at amiller@firstmethodistalbany.com. 

Shut-In Ministry Volunteer Opportunity - Would you like to make a positive impact in someone’s life?   We have a great opportunity for 
you to be a “Friend” or “Buddy” with one of our shut-ins.  We invite you to join our great team!  We have six new shut-ins who would like to 
have a Buddy. If you are interested in volunteering, let Anna Miller know by e-mail @ amiller@firstmethodistalbany.com or call her directly @ 
229-347-0994. 

Attention All Men of the Church!  You are invited to Kamp Kirksey on Thursday, December 9 for fellowship and grilled hamburgers.  
5:30 PM - Fellowship, 6:00 PM - Supper.  Call the church to make your reservation by noon on Tuesday, December 7.

Rev. Morrow Paternity Leave
Rev. Jim and Amanda Morrow are eagerly anticipating the 
birth of their 4th  child, due at the end of December.   Rev. 
Morrow has been granted a period of paternity leave from 
pastoral duties to care for his family in this blessed time.  He 
will return on Sunday, January 23.   During this period, our 
pastoral team will lead worship and provide pastoral care 
and leadership.    Rev. Morrow is grateful for the United 
Methodist Church’s investment in families through such 
leave provisions, the Annual Conference’s affirmation, and 
our church’s Staff-Parish Relations Committee.

December 6
Jean Satterfield

December 13
Susan Strickland

December 20
Kaye Walden

IN LIEU OF CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – In lieu of Christmas 
Poinsettias this December, we are asking you to give to our yearly 
Christmas Offering.   The Christmas Offering goes to organizations in our 
community who help those in need. The Christmas Offering can be given 
in honor of and/or in memory of your loved ones. 



presentation Sunday, December 12 at 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM services in the Sanctuary.

TRAVEL MINISTRY in 2022. 
Oberammergau Passion Play—July 2022.  Registrations are due NOW. If you have ever wanted to attend the great Passion Play in 
Oberammergau, Germany, we will be taking a group July 11-19, 2022. This “Alpine Wonders” tour will include not only the Passion Play, but 
other sights including: Innsbruck and Salzburg, Austria and the Neuschwanstein Castle. An optional extension includes northern Italian cities
—Milan, Venice, and Verona. If you are interested, contact Brandon Keaton at 229-255-7363. 

Upcoming Travel Opportunities—Watch for further information on the following travel opportunities:
●New York in the Fall of 2022
●Egypt, Israel, and Jordan in the Spring of 2023

bkeaton@firstmethodistalbany.com

MUSIC MINISTRIES CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION. You are invited to join the music ministry team, Sanctuary Choir, 
Hosanna, and Regeneration Youth Choirs, and members of the Albany Symphony for our annual Christmas 

To reserve your supper, please check the meal(s) you would 
like and the number of boxes you need. Reservations are 
needed by noon on Tuesdays. Children plates are $4 and 
adult plates are $7. Children 2 and under eat for free. Family 
maximum - $20.00. 

December 1  
Hamburger Steak, Rice, Cabbage, Cornbread

Children’s Line: Pizza

December 8
Ham, Macaroni and Cheese, Turnip Greens, Cornbread

Children’s Line:  Chicken Tenders, Macaroni and Cheese

 Discipleship News 
lgriffith@firstmethodistalbany.com

How To Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People - Many Christians find prayer to be the most challenging part of their spiritual lives. But 
it doesn’t have to be that way. How to Pray, written by Pete Greig, one of the founders of 24-7 Prayer International offers biblical wisdom 
and practical methods to refresh your spirit and help you practice life-giving and life-changing prayer. In this eight-session class you will 
learn: ●How to start praying ●How to keep prayer simple ●How to cope with unanswered prayer ●How to pray without words ●How to hear 
God
Join us in this church-wide study as we discover how to have simple, honest, relevant conversations with God. 

How to Pray will meet in Ford Hall for eight weeks on Wednesday evenings, beginning January 5, following our weekly fellowship meal. 
Each session will include twenty minutes of teaching followed by small group discussion. Sign up online or in the church office.  Cost: $12 
per book ordered.

Ladies’ Tuesday Morning Bible Study, The Book of Philippians, begins January 4, 10:30-11:30 AM in Walden Chapel.
It’s easy for readers of Paul’s letters to latch on to one powerful verse that inspires them. Sometimes we can find ourselves neglecting the 
larger context. There is so much waiting beneath the surface of this great letter for us to understand. Join us as we study together and 
discover a depth of meaning that will change the way we think about life and suffering.

SEWN FAMILY MISSION NIGHTS 
December 19 and 26 - We are excited 
to announce that Sunday Evening with 
our Neighbors is moving back inside to 

Ford Hall and we would love for you to join us! With the holiday 
season upon us, this is a wonderful opportunity to come as a 
family and share your gifts of time, love, and care to lift-up our 
neighbors as we celebrate the light of our Savior and fellowship 
together. You can contact Christy Wingate Winkel for more 
information. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope.” Romans 15:13 

cwingate@firstmethodistalbany.com

Who’s on the Couch?       

Lunch and Conversation  
with the ladies of First Methodist

Sunday, January 23
 Immediately following the 10:30 AM worship service. 

Call the church office by Monday, January 17 to RSVP.

Sponsored by

Make your reservations at
www.firstmethodistalbany.com,

call the church office, 
or scan the QR Code.

Given to Youth Ministries
in memory of Woody Boyd by
*Joyce and Alvin Pettit
*Suzanne and Gary Unger
*Cathy and Bob Revell

Given to Emergency Aid - Altar Fund
in memory of Woody Boyd by
*The Larry Walden Family
in memory of Tommy Walden by
*Patsy Watson
in memory of Sandra Wright by
*Chimene and Darren Johnson
in memory of Janice Simmons by
*Chimene and Darren Johnson

Given to Operating Budget
in memory of Tommy Walden by
*Amy Beaver

Given to Tami Coleman Scholarship Fund
in memory of Shannon Freeman by
*Carol and Felix Marbury

Given to Memorial Maintenance Trust Fund
in memory of Jimmy Champion by
*Kathy and Laney Wooten
*Lucy Stone
*Linda Fain and Earle Spurlock
*Judy and Edgar Campbell
in memory of Tommy Walden by
*Linda Fain and Earle Spurlock
*Nancy and Tommy Paschal
*Ginger and Buddy Clark
*Judy and Edgar Campbell
in memory of Matt Strickland by
*Stephanie and Jones Hooks
in memory of Paul Kreager by
*Nancy and Tommy Paschal
in memory of Ferrell Henry by
*Nancy and Tommy Paschal
in memory of Lee Hayes by
*Dr. Edwina Shealy
in memory of Woody Boyd by
*Ginger and Buddy Clark

Given to Alzheimer’s Outreach Center
in memory of Julian Whiting by
*Martha Rush
*Nancy and Tommy Chambless
in memory of Jimmy Champion by
*Nancy and Tommy Chambless
in memory of Gloria Mathis by
*Ruth Whiting

Given to Children’s Ministries
in honor of Kaye and Larry Walden by
*DeeAnna and Mike May
in memory of Jimmy Champion by
*Trena and Stewart Champion

Given to Sunday Evening with our Neighbors
in memory of Woody Boyd by
*Patsy Martin

Given to Gideons
in memory of Woody Boyd by
*Friends

Memorials November 2021
Given to Family Life Enhancement Fund

in memory of Mark Majors by
*Mary Jane and Stan Sharp
*Judy and Buddy Rainey
*Staci and Hank Wright
*New Horizons Sunday School Class
*Liane and Bob Baker
*Joyce and Mark Shoemaker
*Nancy and Butch Ellanson
*Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Cowart 
in memory of Betty Bailey by
*Staci and Hank Wright
in memory of Bob Lee by
*Staci and Hank Wright
in memory of Janice Maples by
*Staci and Hank Wright
in memory of Ferrell Henry by
*Staci and Hank Wright
in memory of Tommy Walden by
*Staci and Hank Wright
*Nancy and Butch Ellanson
in memory of Jimmy Champion by
*Tina Marbury
*Nancy and Butch Ellanson
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Maples by
*Mr. and Mrs. Derrell McGee
in memory of Woody Boyd by
*Staci and Hank Wright
*Susan and Keith Strickland
*Brenda and Bruce Richards
*LaRae and Johnny Kornahrens
*Laurie and Scott Beaty
*Myra and Neal Moseley
*Leslie and Ed Hudson, Page and Haley
*Joyce and Mark Shoemaker
*Willette and Sam Strickland
*John Stephenson
*Judy Randle
*Mr. and Mrs. Derrell McGee
*Judy and Buddy Rainey
*Pat Drawdy
*Jane and Gene Smith
*Kathy and Laney Wooten
*Shirley and Hans Pomeroy
*Lynne and Chris Glover
*Nan Jones
*Cindy and Randy Autry
*Sheila and Al Shanks
*Ruth Whiting
*Vicki and Jeff Howson
*Nancy and Bill Morgan
*Lang and Henry Theiling
*Nancy and Butch Ellanson
*Gail Stanfill
*Paul Woody
*Brent McGee

Given to Hospitality Fund
in memory of Woody Boyd by
*Delia and Harry Hann


