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Pentecost: “And Suddenly….”
Drape the place in red; it’s time to celebrate Pentecost! Pentecost Sunday is celebrated on the 50th day after Easter
to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church. Jesus promised he would not leave us orphaned but would send
us another advocate to be with us forever—the Holy Spirit! (John 14:15-17).
Two words captivate me in the Pentecost story: “And suddenly….” Take a look:
“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it lled the entire house
where they were sitting.” (Acts 2:2, NIV)
Everything on that rst Pentecost seems to be unfolding uneventfully. The disciples are gathered in an ordinary house
in Jerusalem, just like Jesus told them to do. They wait as patiently as they can, uncertain about what to expect.
Then come those two words, “And suddenly….” In a moment, everything goes haywire. Chaotic noise like rushing
wind, divided tongues of re, and everyone is speaking in different languages. They were lled with the Holy Spirit.
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Outside the house, things are going as expected, too. It is the festival of Shavuot, the Feast of First Fruits, called
Pentecost by the Greeks because it came 50 days after the Passover. Jews from all over the Roman Empire came
for the festival, speaking different languages. The Feast of First Fruits was one of the times of pilgrimage when
people came together in Jerusalem. It was a commemoration of the time that God gave Moses the 10
Commandments and anticipation of a fruitful wheat and barley harvest. It was the same festival, year after year,
commemorating something that had already happened, just like last year and the year before. There’s no reason to
think anything will be different this year. But then there’s that phrase: “And suddenly….”
Suddenly, the Holy Spirit invades our space and changes things. God moves in. Out of the blue. Unexpectedly,
something amazing happens. In the most unexpected of places, at unexpected times, and without our organizing it,
the Spirit invades our ordinary world and lls it with the extraordinary presence and power of God. The Holy Spirit lls
—indwells—us.

Join your Prayer Team in praying our June prayer each day.
written by Dot Morris
Heavenly Father,
We praise you for your faithfulness in every activity of our lives. You guide us in decision making. This month your servants will volunteer
with Vacation Bible School, summer children’s activities, and Hosanna Choir Tour. Bless our young people participating. May they
receive spiritual guidance for their challenges in life. Bless these leaders with wisdom and patience. As we celebrate Father’s Day on
June 19, we give thanks for Christian fathers. There are fathers who are with you in heaven. Bless their children and comfort them with
assurance that they are now sharing your heavenly presence. As we celebrate John Wesley’s birthday on June 28, may we remember to
pattern our lives by his Christian principles. We ask for safe travels as families share vacation for rest and renewal. These blessings we
ask in your Holy Name. Amen.

Be on the lookout—because God moves suddenly. The Spirit might move in like a rush of a violent wind, like a gentle
dove, or like a still, small voice. Get ready because God desires to ll us to over owing with his holy presence so that
we might become whole and holy. God desires to empower us by the Spirit so that we might carry the majesty of God
into a dark world.
Join us through the month of June as we share our Pentecost sermon series, “Empowered Community.” We’ll explore
how the Holy Spirit empowers the church for life-change and mission. You never know—any given Sunday might be a
day when you nd new meaning in two little words: “And suddenly…!”
Rev. Jim Morrow

Family Life Campaign Update!

Our Church Staff
We are looking forward to Finish Line Sunday on June 5! This is the day that we are asking that all pledges and donations to the Family
Life Campaign, which goes to updates all around our campus, be turned in. As of now, we are just over 75% to goal.
If you’d like to make a donation to the Family Life Campaign, you may mark your check or envelope and place it in the offering plate,
mail it to the church, or choose Family Life for your online giving.
Thank you for your faithfulness in giving!
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Leah George
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Congregational Care

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) - We are going to be “making waves” at VBS this summer! We want kids to know that God placed them
in this world to make a positive impact on people around them. Our servant leaders will get to spend a fun, memorable week teaching kids
foundational truths about how we impact others around us and how God’s Spirit works in us to do it! Through our VBS, we want kids to
know that God created them for a purpose. They are invited to follow Jesus. They can trust Jesus. They are loved and can love others.
They can make a difference. Register your kid(s) now!
Ages: 4 yrs (potty trained) - 5th grade (completed)
Dates: June 13-17
Times: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Cost: $10
To register, pick up a form in the church of ce or children’s building
or scan this QR code with the camera on your mobile device:

Welcome our Newest Members:
●Lamar Blakey
●Hilliard and Kay Burt
●Con rmation Class: Ernest Anthony Anderson, Benjamin Marshall
Cioban, Jennings Elizabeth Curington, Thomas Whatley Fountain,
Joseph Scarborough Hatcher, John Bradley Hill, Evan Joseph Kunkle,
Dean Thomas Morrow, Robert Alan Parrish, III, James Landon Parrish,
Witton Coye Rushton, Luke Hampton Twiggs, Lily Kathryn
Vandenbergh
Christian Sympathy is Extended to:
●the family of Janet Woodward.
●the family of Emily Haslam.
●Nancy Melvin in the death of her mother, Judy Newberry.
●Hans Pomeroy in the death of his mother-in-law, Simone Johnson.

DID YOU KNOW? There are additional resources for you as a parent to use in discipling your kids at home! As a parent, you have a
signi cant advantage over our kid’s ministry leaders in time spent with your kids. Use the time you have with your kids wisely, making the
time you have matter. Check out these resources by visiting studio252.tv online or downloading the Parent Cue app from your resource for
mobile applications.
avandenbergh@ rstmethodistalbany.com

Stewardship Report
April 24 - May 22, 2022
Budget
Designated Gifts
Family Life Enhancement Fund

$122,203.00
$8,312.83
$319,463.68

Leave your checkbook at home! Give
electronically instead! Have your weekly or monthly
contribution debited from your checking or savings account
and transferred directly into the church account.
Get
started today by going directly to the GIVE tab on our
website’s homepage, www. rstmethodistalbany.com, and
follow the steps once you click on the DONATE Tab.

OR

Would you like fast, simple electronic
giving through your iPhone or Android?
Download and install a QR Code App on your
phone and simply scan this QR Code.

Prayer Requests June, 2022
“Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:15
Members
Louise Wangen
Jeanette Weathersby

With school out and summer in full swing, we will be planning plenty of opportunities for students to hang out and have
fun. If you are a parent and you have not been getting the Thrive emails, please get in touch with me so that I can add
you to the list and make sure that you know what your student can be involved in this summer.

Non-Members
Lynette Jones
Bob Morrow
Carol and Clark Smith

Prayer requests may be given to the church by using the Prayer Request
Card in our worship areas or by calling the church of ce (229-432-7407,
ext. 235). Please re-submit your prayer request by the 15th of each
month if continued prayer is needed.

Beach Retreat will be July 22-24. This will be our “move up” trip as all up coming 6th graders - all just graduated seniors are welcome. We
will have a great time where the torch is passed on to the middle and high school students of 2022-2023.
Keep an eye out for Taco Tuesdays and Bring Your Own Lunch days. We will also plan on having some “out of the box” activities!
We hope that you nd a way for your students to be involved this summer!

GO PAPERLESS
If you’d like to receive the First Word exclusively by
electronic communication, please email
kharris@ rstmethodistalbany.com to remove yourself from
our physical mailing list.

Prayer Chain -

Our prayer chain passes along
urgent prayer needs. To activate the Prayer Chain after
hours contact: Molly Strickland, 343-3011.

June 20 - 24, we will have the largest Awanita group since I started. It’s going to be a week to remember as we play
games, build relationships, and have nightly worship services with music and a message!
Flower Delivery Ministry - You are invited to be a part of our Flower
Delivery Ministry. Flower Angels meet in the Ford Hall kitchen each
Monday at 9:00 AM to make ower arrangements from the Sunday altar
owers. These are then delivered to our shut-ins. Please contact Anna
Miller 229-432-7407 or amiller@ rstmethodistalbany.com if you would like
to be a part of this team.

Minister on Call

(after hours & weekends) - Our
pastoral staff now shares one on call phone. To reach
the Minister on Call after hours and on weekends call
229-733-1075.

Speaking of being involved, here are two ways to be involved with Thrive Student Ministries:
BE AN ACTIVE FAMILY. We want to see your students Thrive. Attending is the simplest, most ef cient way of participating. If we are
meeting, encouraging your students to be here or making sure they have a way to get here is BIG! We love seeing your students here
every week. We also team up with other ministers to offer special classes (Children’s Ministry for annual Con rmation, and Sunday School
and Discipleship to offer occasional parent classes and groups for support and learning). And of course, we are always open to receive
snack donations!
BE A THRIVE SUPPORTER. This is an extraordinary group of people made up of parents and “non” parents (or people who do not have
students currently involved with Thrive). These are the Sunday school teachers, small group leaders, event volunteers and hosts who make
the Thrive universe go around. Without those who are willing to pour into the next generation, Thrive could not succeed the way it has. We
have so many who dedicate their time every week and we are so thankful. However, without more help, we cannot grow much more than
we already have. If you are looking for a place to t in and serve, let me know by emailing or calling me. I would love to talk to you about
your future in molding the future!
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pgeorge@ rstmethodistalbany.com / 678.818.3343
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
Instagram - @ rst_methodist_aby_kids
Facebook - @ rstmethodistalbanykids*

“Springs of Grace” Luncheon - Isaiah 58:11 tells us, “The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and
make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.” Our Shut-in Buddies and
Women’s Ministry would like to shower our widows and widowers with a luncheon in your honor on Wednesday, June 29 at 12 Noon in Ford
Hall. We cherish you in this season of life. We hope you will join us for music, lunch, a small gift, and maybe some surprises! No cost; just
RSVP to the church of ce by Monday, June 20.

You are invited to Knit One, Pray Too group that meets monthly. We will meet on Saturday, June 18 in Sapp
Conference Room at 9:00 AM. Bring your projects or come and learn how to knit and crochet. We have lots of fun
and fellowship, and of course prayer!

SANCTUARY CHOIR. The summer season
is always a fun time to join the Sanctuary
Choir. We will be working on music for Camp
Meeting days in July, so it promises to be a
spirited time of music and worship in the life of the church. Come
join us any Wednesday evening at 6:00 PM in the music suite in
the sanctuary building.
TRAVEL MINISTRY in 2022.
New York City. If you have never been to the Big Apple or if
you’ve been many times, you are invited to come with us to NYC
October 5-9, 2022. See the “hot spots” of New York—Greenwich
Village, Central Park, Wall Street, Chinatown, the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island—all are a part of this great tour. We will
also see 2 Broadway shows and our hotel will be in Times
Square. If you are interested in taking this tour, we will have an
introductory meeting Wednesday, June 15 at 12:30 PM in Sapp
Conference Room. We will host our travel expert from Collette
Travel, Mr. Jack Brinson, who will share about the trip. This
meeting will include lunch, so if you plan to attend, please RSVP
to the church no later than Monday, June 13.
ARK Encounter Tour. Coming up September 12-16, 2022, we
will take an excursion to see the Ark Encounter, Creation
Museum, and the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens. This will
be an old-fashioned bus tour with stops along the way and plenty
of fun, food, and fellowship. We will stay at Hampton Inns in
Knoxville and Cincinnati. We reserved a Southern Coaches bus
to seat 30 lucky people! Cost for the trip is $750/person for a
double room plus meals or $990/person for a single room plus
meals. Contact Brandon Keaton or Meri Beth Hillard for more
information or to make your reservation.

The Upper Room Devotional Books (regular
and large print) are located throughout the church. Pick one up
to use as a devotional guide for you and your family. A 75₵
donation is requested.

THE
LORD’S
PANTRY

First Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday at First
Methodist. When you come to the church, place
your non-perishable items in the containers in the
hallways to help restock the shelves of the Lord’s Pantry.

GRIEF
If you have lost a spouse, child, family member, or
SUPPORT friend, it may be hard for you to feel optimistic about
GROUP
the future right now. This can be a confusing time
and you probably have many questions about things you have
never faced before. Mary Brown Heritage facilitates this Grief
Support Group to help you face these challenges and move
forward toward rebuilding your life. This group meets weekly on
Tuesdays at 3:30 PM in the Church Parlor.

If you would like information for our 2022-2023 school year or
would like to schedule a visit, please call Erin Loyd at
432-5512.

bkeaton@ rstmethodistalbany.com

Discipleship News
lgrif th@ rstmethodistalbany.com
Summer Ladies’ Bible Study
In a world that’s both more connected and more isolating than ever before, we’re often tempted to do life alone. We are meant to live
known and loved. But so many are hiding behind emotional walls that we’re experiencing an epidemic of loneliness.
In Find Your People, bestselling author Jennie Allen draws on fascinating insights from science and history, timeless biblical truths, and
vulnerable stories from her own life to help you:
overcome the barriers to making new friends and learn to initiate with easy-to-follow steps
•
nd simple ways to press through awkward to get to authentic in conversations
•
understand how con ict can strengthen relationships rather than destroy them
•
identify the type of friend you are and the types of friends you need
•
learn the ve practical ingredients you need to have the type of friends you’ve always longed to have.
•
You were created to play, engage, adventure, and explore—with others.
Join us beginning Tuesday, June 21 at 10:30 AM in Ford Hall for this challenging six-week video-study and discussion as we discover
exactly how to experience the full wonder of community. Facilitated by Laurel Grif th. Sign up in the church of ce. Study Guide - $20.00.
Nursery available.
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MONDAY NIGHT SUMMER BIBLE STUDY. Join Brandon Keaton each Monday evening at 6:00 PM in Sapp Conference Room for supper
and Bible study. Beginning Monday, June 13 we will start an in-depth study of the life of the Apostle Paul based on the book Paul: A
Biography by N. T. Wright. This is a fascinating look at the life of the apostle to the Gentiles. You may order a book online if you wish, or
just come and enjoy the discussion.

Memorials May 2022
Given to Miracle Meals
in memory of Verna Chestnutt by
*Rosalyn Forsyth
*Olive Craft
Given to Emergency Aid - Altar Fund
in memory of Verna Chestnutt by
*Gail Stan ll
*Karen and Grady Sceals
*Patsy Watson
*Myra and Neal Moseley
in memory of Maxine Strickland by
*Karen and Grady Sceals
*Myra and Neal Moseley
in memory of MaryJane Weber by
*Anne and Steve Neal
in memory of Mary Lee Neal by
*Anne and Steve Neal
Given to Family Life Enhancement Fund
in honor of Whatley Fountain by
*Stephanie, Heath, and Nobie Fountain
in honor of Phillip George by
*a friend
in memory of Verna Chestnutt by
*Judy and Buddy Rainey
in honor of our children and grandchildren by
*Judy and Buddy Rainey
in honor of Carol and Felix Marbury by
*Tina Marbury
in honor of Lauren Ray by
*Tina Marbury
in honor of Allison Vandenbergh by
*Katie Gatewood
in honor of Kay and Tracy Hat eld by
*Allison and Austin Turner
in memory of Jimmy Champion by
*Pat Champion
in memory of Maxine Strickland by
*Nan Jones
*Karen and Grady Sceals
in memory of Judy Newberry by
*The River Sunday School Class
in memory of Emily Haslam by
*Staci and Hank Wright
Given to Youth Ministries
in memory of Bob Parrish by
*Missy and John Funderburk
Given to Memorial Maintenance Trust Fund
in memory of Emily Haslam by
*Hallie D. Pelham
*Jean and Robert Cooper
in memory of Verna Chestnutt by
*Circle 9
in memory of Butch Ellanson by
*Patricia and Jerry Parker
Given to Children’s Ministry
in honor of Allison Vandenbergh and Gap Volunteers by
*Margaret and Laurie Joiner

HOSANNA YOUTH CHOIR NEWS - Your
prayers are coveted for our high school choir tour
which takes place May 30-June 9. Van, bus, and
airplane travel will take us to Boston, NYC,
Hershey, and Philadelphia.
You are invited
Hosanna Homecoming Concert
Thursday, June 9
6:30 PM, Sanctuary

Hello Summer! June Mission will partner with
our Vacation Bible School kids and help make
kits for the homeless. Please donate gallon
size Ziplock bags and small bottles of
sunscreen. We will be making kits to distribute
to those in needs. Our goal is to assemble packages for everyone
to keep in their cars to help pass along as you encounter a
person in need. Thank you for all the support in missions!

Attention All Men of the Church! You are invited to Kamp
Kirksey on Thursday, June 16 for fellowship and grilled
hamburgers. 5:30 PM - Fellowship, 6:00 PM - Supper. Call the
church to make your reservation by noon on Tuesday, June 14.

SAM (Senior Adult Ministries) GATHERINGS will
take a hiatus for the summer and begin again in
August with a visit from the Biblical History Center in
LaGrange. We love our SAM folks and look forward to many
more fun times in the near future.

Altar Flowers for Walden Chapel and the Sanctuary
If you are interested in placing altar owers in either Walden
Chapel or the sanctuary, please call Becky Herndon in the church
of ce to reserve a Sunday. There are many open Sundays
available. Due to a price increase, the owers in the chapel and
in the sanctuary will be $110.00. This is for 2 arrangements.

