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Are We Yet Alive: Reflections on Annual Conference
 

“And are we yet alive, and see each other’s face? Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace.” --And Are We Yet 
Alive, Charles Wesley. Hymn #553.
 

I admit that I easily get teary-eyed these days. Yet, Monday morning of the 156th session of the South Georgia Annual 
Conference was an occasion for tenderness. Our Annual Conference met in person for the first time in three years. Our 
custom, in line with Methodist conference meetings since 1780, is to open our first session with the Charles Wesley hymn, 
“And Are We Yet Alive.” Lay and clergy members from across South Georgia, beloved friends and co-laborers for Christ, lifted 
loud voices, singing, “And are we yet alive, and see each other’s face?”

 
It had been too long since we had seen each other’s faces (in person, that is). I had forgotten the sheer power of being 

together as an Annual Conference. Tear one slid down my cheek. The second tear fell upon remembering those we couldn’t 
sing with, those who have died over the past three years. This year, our memorial service list was again too long. It included 
the Rev. Dr. Jim Trice, a personal friend, and father of one of our members. 

Given the dangers we’ve lived through, it was indeed a miracle that we could sing, “Are we yet alive,” and that we could 
“see each other’s face.” Life is a miracle, and so is the fellowship of sisters and brothers in Christ. I pray that I will never forget 
this and be thankful.

I had the joy of serving at the Annual Conference alongside Rev. Anna Miller, our other clergy member, and our lay 
members, Jimmy Harris, Stan Curington, and Kathy Wooten (who served as our alternate lay member).  I was overjoyed to 
see our choir members join with others throughout the conference to comprise our Conference Choir for our ordination and 
memorial services. 

Our conference celebrated the ministries of local churches with a video highlighting vital ministry. Seeing how God has 
mobilized people just like us to make a difference in our communities and share the Gospel with others was moving. Our own 
Margaret Jo Hogg Alzheimer’s Outreach Center was celebrated for its ministry to those with dementia-related illnesses and 
their caregivers. 

Our own Laurel Griffith was recognized at our clergy session for becoming a certified candidate for ministry and completing 
Local Pastors’ Licensing School. In addition, Bishop Graves officially appointed Laurel as a pastor to continue her service to 
our church as Associate Pastor of Discipleship. Laurel’s call to ministry has been affirmed by our church, district, and our 
Annual Conference. She has diligently prepared through seminary studies, Licensing School, and the discernment process. 
We are delighted that God, through the church, continues to bless our congregation through The Rev. Laurel Griffith. Anna 
and I are thrilled to join Laurel as your team of appointed clergy for the upcoming year.
 
“What troubles have we seen, what conflicts have we passed, fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last. 

But out of all the Lord hath brought us by His love.” -- “And Are We Yet Alive,” verses 3-4
 continued on back page.…

Singing this line was poignant this year as we met amid the unpredictable specter of the COVID pandemic and overtones 
of denominational conflict within the United Methodist Church. We have certainly seen conflicts, fightings, and fears since 
we had last met, both virtually and in person. COVID reared its head towards the end of our conference session as many 
members left sick or subsequently tested positive.

Early in the year, we anticipated voting on resolutions that would have led our Annual Conference to disaffiliate from the 
United Methodist Church over ongoing conflicts. However, in May, the Judicial Council ruled that such action was not 
currently permissible according to the Book of Discipline. 

Our conference approved the disaffiliation of 18 of our 562 churches according to our disaffiliation policy. We made 
provisions to care for our retirees that would extend our promised care no matter what may come. The body of the 
conference and the conference board of trustees extended the provisions of the disaffiliation policy through the end of 2024. 
These actions allow space for learning (of accurate and objective facts), conversation, and discernment among local 
churches. Our conference is demonstrating the ability to lead through tense times while loving one another and keeping the 
primary focus on our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ. I’m thankful for the leadership of our church council, which is 
leading our church similarly. I invite you to read the church council report inside this edition.

Annual Conference had some challenging moments, but blessings and meaningful experiences overshadowed them. I 
returned with renewed gratitude for the miracle of being alive, a part of God’s living, breathing family, and a renewed calling 
to join our church leaders in guiding us through times of uncertainty while keeping our eyes fixed together on the mission 
that God has given us in downtown Albany, Dougherty and Lee Counties, and the surrounding areas.  “Glory and thanks to 
Jesus give for his almighty grace.”
 
*You can learn more about our Annual Conference at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.

Rev.	Jim	Morrow	
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Welcome our Newest Members:
●James Langston
●Annie Isert
●Pam Wilkes

Congratulations on the Birth of:
●Ella Frances Harris, daughter of Joshua and Cassandra 
Harris of Moore, SC, on May 19, 2022.  Grandparents are 
Jimmy and Karyl Harris and great-grandparents are Buddy 
and Judy Rainey and Delores Harris.
●Olivia Grace Cox, daughter of Nolan and Ashley Cox of 
Smyrna, GA, on May 20, 2022.  Grandparents are Dee and 
Layne Cox and great-grandmother is Patsy Martin.

We celebrate the Baptism of:
Brooks Patrick Golden, son of Patrick and Shelly Golden, on 
May 22, 2022.Welcome to July! The students and those who help have been running hard since early May. We’ve already completed 

both choir tours, graduation, and Awanita. We still have Beach Retreat toward the end of July, and we also have many 
opportunities right here in town that students can take part in. We will meet every Sunday night except for July 24 (when 
we will be coming back from Beach Retreat) and we will have several mid-week events including, but not limited to, Taco 
Tuesday and Game Nights!

avandenbergh@firstmethodistalbany.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
Instagram - @first_methodist_aby_kids                              
Facebook - @firstmethodistalbanykids* 

Prayer Requests July, 2022 
“Pray without ceasing.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15 

Members
Jane Bacon
Sydney Bowles-Rusk

Non-Members
Lynette Jones
Bob Morrow
Curt Poer

Prayer requests may be given to the church by using the 
Prayer Request Card in our worship areas or by calling the 
church office (229-432-7407, ext. 235).  Please re-submit 
your prayer request by the 15th of each month if continued 
prayer is needed.

Stewardship Report 
May 29 - June 19, 2022 

Budget $158,624.90
Designated Gifts $8,054.29

 Leave your checkbook at home!  Give 
electronically instead!  Have your weekly or monthly 
contribution debited from your checking or savings account 
and transferred directly into the church account.   Get 
started today by going directly to the GIVE tab on our 
website’s homepage, www.firstmethodistalbany.com, and 
follow the steps once you click on the DONATE Tab.

OR Would you like fast, simple electronic 
giving through your iPhone or Android?  
Download and install a QR Code App on your 
phone and simply scan this QR Code.

Thrive Student Ministries is growing. We took 55 people to Awanita and that was just middle schoolers. We are going to be looking for 
people who are willing to work with us to pour into the next generation. As we get closer to a new school year, we are praying to see what 
God desires from us and we are dreaming and planning so that we will be as prepared as we can be for it.

Come be a part of what is happening at Thrive! !

pgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com / 678.818.3343

Prayer Chain - Our prayer chain passes along 
urgent prayer needs. To activate the Prayer Chain after 
hours contact: Molly Strickland, 343-3011.

Minister on Call (after hours & weekends) - Our 
pastoral staff now shares one on call phone.  To reach 
the Minister on Call after hours and on weekends call 
229-733-1075.

Congregational Care

If you’d like to receive the First Word exclusively by 
e l e c t r o n i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n , p l e a s e e m a i l 
kharris@firstmethodistalbany.com to remove yourself from 
our physical mailing list. 

GO PAPERLESS

MOVE UP SUNDAY! Mark your calendar for August 7. We will celebrate the start of a new school year with a special prayer time during our 
morning services. Kona Ice will be on campus!

DID YOU KNOW there are additional discipleship resources available to you? As a parent, you have a significant advantage over our kid’s 
ministry leaders in time spent with your kids. Use the time you have with your kids wisely, making the time you have matter. Check out 
these resources by visiting studio252.tv online, downloading the Parent Cue app from your resource for mobile applications, or visiting 
www.parentcue.org.

Mid-Year Financial Snapshot
Dear Church Family- 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving and supporting the ministry of First United Methodist Church.   Not only is giving a part of our 
commitment as members of the church, but it is an important part of the economy of the Kingdom of God.  The scriptures tell us in Luke 
6:38, “give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.”  We are now entering the second half of 2022 and wanted to give you a snapshot of 
where we stand for the year, as well as where we are compared to this time in 2021.
 

First, thank you to all who participated in Finish Line Sunday!   Our goal for this campaign is $425,000 and the deadline for giving to it is 
November 30, but on June 5, we asked for you to help push us to the finish line and place emphasis on this important campaign.   Your 
response was generous!   As of now, we have received $397,209.83 and have another $6500 pledged by the end of the year.   If you 
haven’t already participated in this campaign, or you have but you’d like to see us hit that goal of $425,000, it’s not too late to give!  Just 
mark your check or envelope for “Family Life” or give online directly to the campaign.
 

Second, we are seeing mostly similar comparative trends in our Revenues & Expenses for the operating budget as of now.  As of mid-
June 2022, we were approximately 39% to budget for giving and approximately 40% to budget for expenses.  In 2021 at the end of June, 
we were 40.5% to budget for giving and 47% to budget for expenses.   Our finance committee works to pass a budget that gives us the 
most accurate projection of income and expenses possible, based on prior year giving, projected ministry, and salaries. 

Giving statements are mailed out quarterly, but if you ever want to see where you are on a pledge or in your giving for the year, you may 
contact the Business Office for that information.   If at any time you have a question about the financial position of the church, you may 
contact the Business Office or Heath Fountain, Finance Committee Chairman.

Church Council Update

Our mission at First United Methodist Church of Albany is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   We 
have an integral place in the downtown Albany community as a beacon of light and life.     While we keep our focus on this work, we 
must lead through anything that would distract us from our mission.   Accordingly, the Church Council of First United Methodist Church 
of Albany has been monitoring the ongoing conflict within our denomination, the United Methodist Church.   Ongoing tensions, delays, 
and developments have led to uncertainty and anxiety in annual conferences and local churches across the globe.  

On June 20, the Church Council approved a motion to create a discernment committee to assist our church in navigating these 
tensions.   This committee is tasked with 1) researching all aspects of affiliation and disaffiliation with the United Methodist Church, 2) 
communicating openly with our congregation, & 3) resourcing our Church Council.   This committee will be comprised of a 
representative group of our church membership recommended by our Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development.   The 
discernment committee will be a non-decision-making team under the leadership of the Church Council.   We seek to form this 
committee promptly so it may begin its work on our behalf.

We are still not under any urgent deadlines; however, the Church Council believes that church leadership and the congregation must 
have accurate information. Our goal is that First UMC, Albany will be well-informed and in a position to make the best decisions for our 
church.  In the meantime, rest assured that our doctrine and practice have not changed, and we will continue to joyfully follow our Book 
of Discipline.

Please contact Hank Wright, Austin Turner, or Rev. Jim Morrow if you have any questions.

Yours in Christ,
Austin Turner
Chair, Church Council
First UMC, Albany



Flower Delivery Ministry - You are invited to be a part of our 
Flower Delivery Ministry.   Flower Angels meet in the Ford Hall 
kitchen each Monday at 9:00 AM to make flower arrangements 
from the Sunday altar flowers.   These are then delivered to our 
shut-ins.   Please contact Anna Miller 229-432-7407 or 
amiller@firstmethodistalbany.com if you would like to be a part of 
this team.   

spirited time of music and worship in the life of the church. Come 
join us any Wednesday evening at 6:00 PM in the music suite in 
the sanctuary building. 

TRAVEL MINISTRY in 2022.

New York City. If you have never been to the Big Apple or if 
you’ve been many times, you are invited to come with us to NYC 
October 6-10, 2022. See the “hot spots” of New York—Greenwich 
Village, Central Park, Wall Street, Chinatown, the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island—all are a part of this great tour. We will 
also see 2 Broadway shows and our hotel will be in Times 
Square. If you are interested in taking this tour, contact Brandon 
Keaton. 

ARK Encounter Tour. Coming up September 12-16, 2022, we 
will take an excursion to see the Ark Encounter, Creation 
Museum, and the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens. This will 
be an old-fashioned bus tour with stops along the way and plenty 
of fun, food, and fellowship. We will stay at Hampton Inns in 
Knoxville and Cincinnati.    We reserved a Southern Coaches bus 
to seat 30 lucky people! Cost for the trip is $750/person for a 
double room plus meals or $990/person for a single room plus 
meals. Contact Brandon Keaton or Meri Beth Hillard for more 
information or to make your reservation.

bkeaton@firstmethodistalbany.com

SANCTUARY CHOIR. The summer season 
is always a fun time to join the Sanctuary 
Choir. We will be working on music for Camp 
Meeting days in July, so it promises to be a 

THE 
LORD’S 
PANTRY

                          The Upper Room Devotional Books (regular 
and large print) are located throughout the church.  Pick one up 
to use as a devotional guide for you and your family.  A 75₵ 
donation is requested.

 Discipleship News 
lgriffith@firstmethodistalbany.com

First United Methodist Preschool will be 
gearing up in August to start the 2022-2023 

MONDAY NIGHT SUMMER BIBLE STUDY. Join Brandon Keaton each Monday evening at 6:00 PM in Sapp Conference Room for supper 
and an in-depth study of the life of the Apostle Paul based on the book Paul: A Biography by N. T. Wright. This is a fascinating look at the 
life of the apostle to the Gentiles. You may order a book online if you wish, or just come and enjoy the discussion.

GRIEF
SUPPORT
GROUP

First Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday at First 
Methodist. When you come to the church, place 
your non-perishable items in the containers in the 

hallways to help restock the shelves of the Lord’s Pantry.    

If you have lost a spouse, child, family member, or 
friend, it may be hard for you to feel optimistic 
about the future right now. This can be a confusing 

time and you probably have many questions about things you 
have never faced before. Mary Brown Heritage facilitates this 
Grief Support Group to help you face these challenges and 
move forward toward rebuilding your life. This group meets 
weekly on Tuesdays at 3:30 PM in the Church Parlor.

Given to Emergency Aid - Altar Fund
in memory of Maxine Strickland by
*Rose and Gene Faison
*Wylene and JM Yielding
in memory of Elizabeth Nichols by
*Rose and Gene Faison
in memory of Verna Chestnutt by
*Wylene and JM Yielding
in memory of Daphne Michelle Sanders by
*Rose and Gene Faison

Given to Family Life Enhancement Fund
in memory of Maxine Strickland by
*Rosalyn Forsyth
*Linda and Bill Clark
in memory of Emily Haslam by
*A Friend
in honor of Adam Jones by
*Joyce and Alvin Pettit
in honor of Judy and Buddy Rainey by
*Mary Hood
in memory of John Paul Jones by
*Nan Jones
*Judy and Buddy Rainey and family
in memory of John Shackelford by
*Jean Shackelford and family
in honor of The Littleton Sunday School Class by
*Janet and Hank Hayes
in honor of the Staff by
*Larry Walden
in memory of Abner Morris by
*The Dilts Family

Given to Memorial Maintenance Trust Fund 
in memory of Maxine Strickland by
*AJHS Faculty and Staff and Brenda and Ted Horton
in memory of Verna Chestnutt by
*Mary Thompson
in memory of Emily Haslam by
*Betsy and Ronny Jones

Given to Operating Budget 
in honor of Caroline Strickland by
*Susan and Keith Strickland

Given to Alzheimer’s Outreach Center  
in memory of Maxine Strickland by
*Friends
in honor of Bob Askey by
*The Littleton Sunday School Class
in memory of Phillip Turnipseed by
*Rebecca and Troy Cotsenmoyer

Given to The Lord’s Pantry
in memory of Abner Morris by
*Friends

Given to Hosanna Youth Choir
in honor of Layne, Dee, and Kate Cox by
*Margaret and Leonard Brannan

Given to Children’s Ministries
in memory of Emily Haslam by
*A Friend
in memory of Maxine Strickland by
*Tricia and Tom Marshall

Memorials June 2022

Attention All Men of the Church!  You are invited to Kamp 
Kirksey on Thursday, July 14 for fellowship and grilled 
hamburgers.  5:30 PM - Fellowship, 6:00 PM - Supper. Call the 
church to make your reservation by noon on Tuesday, July 12.

SAM (Senior Adult Ministries) GATHERINGS will 
take a hiatus for the summer and begin again in 
August with a visit from the Biblical History Center in 

Join your Prayer Team in praying our July prayer each day. 

Our God—we, your people, stand ready and open to receive the 
Flame of your Spirit. Give us the ability to speak your truth so 
that others may hear.
Come, Spirit of Truth, fill our hearts.                   
May that which is of stone be now transformed into life.
Come, Spirit of Life, change our hearts.
May we who receive your light dwell together in Your love.
Come, Spirit of Love, soften our hearts.
Bestow your compassion on those who suffer in mind, spirit, 
and body.
Come, Spirit of Hope, heal our hearts.
Make us bold to bring light to the dark,
warmth to the cold, and love to the empty.
Come, Spirit of Faith, strengthen our hearts.
Fill our hearts, minds, and souls to overflowing.
Come, Spirit of God, move in our hearts. 
Our God—we, your people, celebrate the mystery of your 
never-ending love.

Written by Roberta Hiday

LaGrange. We love our SAM folks and look forward to many 
more fun times in the near future.

July Missions Basket goes to support the 
women in our community in need. We will be 
collecting panties and bras to keep on site and 
donate to various women shelters and outreach 
services in the area. Often, these items are in 

great need, as many other clothing items are generously 
donated, like out-fits and shoes. Please donate new panties and 
bras to help these women in need.

I want to say thank you to every one who supports missions and 
outreach. I am always grateful for the support, as we work 
together to bless the lives of those around us. Our Military 
Appreciation Month was a huge success and soon the items you 
so graciously donated will be making their way across the seas 
to bring joy and a touch of home to our soldiers. Thank you 
again!

Given to Senior Adult Ministries
in memory of Julian Whiting by
*Ed Jordan

Summer Reading
 

Remember when you were a kid and you checked out library books in order to earn fame and prizes? There was usually 
some kind of a big chart keeping count of how many titles you had read. You’ll be disappointed that we aren’t keeping 
score and there are no prizes, but we do have some good news to share.  

We’ve got some book recommendations for you AND some of those copies are available for you to borrow. You’ll find them in the 
Discipleship Corner of the church library. Most of these titles are those that we offered in a small group study during the year. A few are 
personal favorites of staff members.  Drop by the library and check them out! 

school year.   School will begin on Wednesday, August 17. There 
are still openings available in our two-year-old classroom and our 
Pre-K classroom. For more information, contact Erin Loyd, 
Director of Preschool Ministries.  

Summer Cookout at Kamp Kirksey
 
Join us Wednesday, July 27 at Kamp Kirksey as we take our 
summer sermon series, “Around the Campfire,” to the Great 
Outdoors!  We will gather together for an afternoon of food, 
fellowship, games, and worship together.  Please make plans 
to bring the whole family out for this event, beginning at 4:00 
PM!
 
Kamp Kirksey is also available for rent for day and overnight 
use.  For pricing and availability, please contact Karyl Harris in 

mailto:amiller@firstmethodistalbany.com

