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April 2023

“Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade. This inheritance is 
kept in heaven for you…”

–1 Peter 1:3-4.

April 2, 2023 Palm Sunday 
Palm Sunday Musical Celebration

presented by our Sanctuary Choir, Worship Team, and the Albany Symphony
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday School
 

April 3–7, 2023 Downtown Holy Week Services 
First Presbyterian Church Hosting

12-12:30 PM Worship, 12:30 PM Lunch
 

April 6, 2023 Maundy Thursday Service 
5-6:00 PM Supper, 6:30 PM Sanctuary

April 8, 2023 Easter Egg Hunt 
10:00 AM The Curingtons’ (610 Byron Plantation Road)

April 9, 2023 Easter Sunday Services 
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

9:30 AM Worship, Sanctuary
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary

9:30 AM Sunday School

April 16, 2023 Confirmation Sunday 
10:30 AM, Sanctuary

Living HopeA

Here we go again.  How will the dice fall this time?  It seems like a story we’ve lived before, news of banks failing 
and international conflict, among many other fateful ills of the world.  Can someone do something about it this 
time?  It’s exhausting to keep hope among such insecure goods.  
 
God invites us to rejoice in a secure inheritance. 1 Peter proclaims that Jesus Christ has brought us into an 
inheritance that can never “perish, spoil, or fade.”  It is kept in heaven for us.  It won’t rise and fall with the market, 
nor will the whims of others destroy it.  This changes our life today!  What would your life look like if all of your 
fears were gone?  That’s called having a living hope!
 
Join us on Easter Sunday, April 9th to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord!  Services will be at 8:15 AM, 9:30 
AM, and 11:00 AM, all in the sanctuary.  Then join us for the Easter season for our sermon series, “A Living 
Hope,” as we journey through the book of 1 Peter. 

With	Joy	in	Christ,	
Pastor	Jim



Wedding Bells: 
●Tracy Cline and Alan Pendleton were united in marriage on 
March 18, 2023 in the Walden Chapel.  Tracy is the 
daughter of Esther Barwick. 
●Maggie Wooten and Will Brown were united in marriage on 
March 25, 2023 in the Sanctuary.  Maggie is the daughter of 
Laney and Kathy Wooten. 

Congratulations on the Birth of:
●Harlin Fox Sinyard, son of Beau and Camille Sinyard, on 
March 7, 2023.  Grandparents are Jeff and Lillie Sinyard.

We Celebrate the Baptism of: 
●Adeline Iris Barnhill, daughter of Whitcomb and Lindsay 
Barnhill on February 26, 2023.

Christian Sympathy is Extended to:
●Farron Pasteka in the death of his brother, Patrick Pasteka.

With the 1st quarter behind us and spring in full bloom, we are looking to continue to grow with new life in 2023! Thrive 
Student Ministries strives to be a safe place for Middle School and High School students to learn, grow, and share in a life 
that follows Jesus’ example. This is a task that can only succeed with the help and efforts of many people. I believe that a 

Allison Vandenbergh, Director of Children’s Ministries
avandenbergh@firstmethodistalbany.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
Instagram - @first_methodist_aby_kids                              
Facebook - @firstmethodistalbanykids*  

Prayer Requests April, 2023 
“Pray without ceasing.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15 

Members
Nathan Arnold
Leonard Brannan

Non-Members
Charlie Hanson  
Wesley Knowles

Bob Morrow  
Roy Sears

Prayer requests may be given to the church by using the 
Prayer Request Card in our worship areas or by calling the 
church office (229-432-7407, ext. 235).  Please re-submit 
your prayer request by the 15th of each month if continued 
prayer is needed.

Stewardship Report 
February 26 - March 19, 2023 

Budget $155,705.11
Designated Gifts $8,997.57

 Leave your checkbook at home!  Give 
electronically instead!  Have your weekly or monthly 
contribution debited from your checking or savings account 
and transferred directly into the church account.   Get 
started today by going directly to the GIVE tab on our 
website’s homepage, www.firstmethodistalbany.com, and 
follow the steps once you click on the DONATE tab.

OR Would you like fast, simple electronic 
giving through your iPhone or Android?  
Download and install a QR Code App on your 
phone and simply scan this QR Code.

marker of a well rounded life is to be able to have experiences and then share those experiences with others so that they are encouraged 
to have their own experiences, which they will share with others, and on it goes. Thrive Student Ministries wants to be a part of making 
spiritually healthy students. To do this, it must have adults who are willing to pour into the future. The vision for the future of the local church 
and the church abroad begins with those who are already there and willing to pour into the next generation of leaders and ministers. 
Equipping people for service is the purpose of the church and the next phase of 2023 will be focused on building the teams to make this 
what TSM is all about.

If you are looking for a place to plug in or if you have students who are looking for some connection in this life we live, please call or email 
me and let us move forward together. 

Church Yard Sale - Spring Cleaning Opportunity!
Clean your closets out now and purchase a yard sale table at the youth church-wide yard sale event set for Saturday, April 29, 9:00 
AM-12:00 Noon in the gym.  Two ways to participate:

a. Make donations for the youth to sell in their booth.
b. Purchase a booth for $25; all proceeds of your sales will go to you personally.

Please note:  No clothing allowed. You take home all items that don't sell at your table. 
Sign up now @ mhillard@firstmethodistalbany.com.

Phillip George, Director of Youth Ministries
pgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com / 678.818.3343

Prayer Chain - Our prayer chain passes along urgent 
prayer needs. To activate the Prayer Chain after hours 
contact: Molly Strickland, 229-343-3011.

Minister on Call (after hours & weekends) -To 
reach the Minister on Call after hours and on weekends call 
229-733-1075.

Congregational Care

If you’d like to receive the First Word exclusively by 
e l e c t r o n i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n , p l e a s e e m a i l 
kharris@firstmethodistalbany.com to remove yourself from 
our physical mailing list. 

GO PAPERLESS

GRIEF
SUPPORT
GROUP

Our Grief Support Group, facilitated by Mary 
Brown Heritage, continues to meet each Tuesday 
at 3:30 PM in Conference Room A.

Hosanna and Regeneration Tour News

Regeneration Tour to Tampa, FL is coming up Friday, May 5-Sunday, May 7. If your middle schooler is 
interested in going with us, we need to know ASAP!

WE’RE HIRING KIDS CAMP 307 STAFF - Camp meets on Mondays and Wednesdays, May 31 – July 26, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM for children 
ages 6 weeks – 2nd grade. Contact Allison if you are interested in applying.
 
PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL - If you would like your child(ren) to participate in our processional waving palm branches throughout the 
sanctuary on April 2, meet in the kid’s building at 10:15 AM to line up. Parents are welcome to participate too! 
  
EASTER EGG HUNT APRIL 8 - Pack your own family picnic and plan to attend our annual egg hunt, 10:00 AM at the home of Stan and 
Allison Curington. (610 Byron Plantation Road, Albany, GA 31721) Church will provide dessert. Don’t forget your lawn chairs and blankets!
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) - This summer, we are going to have a fun, memorable week where kids will grow in their faith as they 
understand how they can follow Jesus here, there, and everywhere at our VBS, Ready, Set, MOVE!  Mark your calendar! Registration 
opens Easter Sunday.
Ages: 4 yrs (potty trained) - 5th grade (completed)
Dates: June 19-23
Times: 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

DID YOU KNOW…
 

• You can set up recurring giving online to keep 
up with regular giving and pledges for the new 
year?

• You can give gifts of stocks and investments to 
the church and take advantage of tax 
deductions?

• You can include the church in legacy giving by 
adding First Methodist as a beneficiary for your 
investments?

 
There are many ways to participate in financial support 
of the ministries of First United Methodist Church.   Your 
regular giving keeps the vital ministries of the church 
moving as we seek to better the community around us 
and share the Good News of Jesus with the world.  
Thank you for supporting First United Methodist Church!
 
For questions on giving or business information, please 
contact me anytime at 229-432-7407, ext. 217 or 
lgeorge@firstmethodistalbany.com 

Leah S. George
Business Manager-  Finance, Administration & Facilities

Hosanna Tour to Chicago is coming up Tuesday, May 30-Friday, June 9. If your high schooler is interested in going with us, we need to 
know ASAP!

If you have questions, contact Brandon Keaton in the church office or email at bkeaton@firstmethodistalbany.com.



 Discipleship News 
Laurel Griffith, Associate Minister of Discipleship

lgriffith@firstmethodistalbany.comGiven to Music Ministries
in memory of Arthur Gurr by
*Ken Rodd
*Willette and Sam Strickland

Given to Emergency Aid - Altar Fund
in memory of Arthur Gurr by
*Jodi and George Anderson
*Carol and John Marbury
in memory of Brad Murphy by
*Carol and John Marbury
in honor of Tim Yates by
*Palmyra Heights Garden Club

Given to Miracle Meals
in memory of John and Mary Herndon by
*Becky Herndon

Given to Youth Ministries
in memory of Brad Murphy by
*Ginger and Buddy Clark, Fiona and John 
Clark, Julie and Paul Joiner
*Willette and Sam Strickland

Given to Children’s Camp Scholarship Fund
in memory of Harper Landers by
*Sharon Williams

Memorials March 2023

First, Second, and Third John - Deceptively simple yet filled with truth, First, Second, and Third John were written in response to a crisis. In 
this study, we will find both reassurance and instruction as we explore the Scripture and connect the message to our contemporary world. 
Teacher: Laurel Griffith
●Tuesday Ladies Bible Study beginning April 11, 10:30-11:30 AM - Ford Hall 
●Wednesdays, beginning April 12, 6-7:00 PM - Conference Room A 

The Armor of God: Learn How to Prepare for the Attacks of the Enemy 
All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you - unseen, unheard, yet felt throughout every aspect of your life. The Armor of God, 
written and presented by Priscilla Shirer, is more than a biblical description of the believer's inventory. This study is an action plan for putting 
on the armor and developing a personalized strategy to secure victory.  You may order a book with video access code from your favorite 
bookseller.  Facilitators: Debbie Foreman and Teresa Johnson  
●Wednesdays, beginning April 12, 6-7:00 PM - Sapp Conference Room 

Dear Albany First Family,

We held our Church Conference on March 13th to vote on matters of affiliation and disaffiliation with the United Methodist Church. After 
nearly a year of corporate discernment, including prayer, learning, and conversation, the members of Albany First voted by 90% of 
ballots cast to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.

Out of the 494 ballots cast, 446 voted to disaffiliate, 46 voted to remain, 1 abstained, and 1 ballot was invalid. 

What does this mean for our church? First, very little will change in our experience and mission. We will worship as we always have, 
serve our community, gather for fellowship, and be served by our pastors and staff. 

Second, our disaffiliation must be approved by the South Georgia Annual Conference at the special session on May 21st. Our actual 
disaffiliation will take effect in July of this year. 

Third, in the coming weeks, our Church Council will assess our next steps in affiliating with another Wesleyan/Methodist 
denomination. We’ll be sharing information with the congregation for further discernment.

One of my dear friends reminds me there are no winners or losers in congregational votes, just decisions made through 
discernment and hope for the common good.  I wholeheartedly agree. While we have decided to separate from the United Methodist 
Church, we can remain united as a church family. I believe that God has a beautiful and powerful future in store for our church. As I said 
in my recent article, “The Day After,” we can lean into God’s plans for us together. That will take some deep work, but I know our church 
well enough to know that we want to do it and can do it.

There is grief and hurt among us. For some, grief that the situation had to come to this. Others are hurt and grieving about the decision 
we made. We need to recognize that and make space for healing. If you voted to remain in the United Methodist Church, please know 
that I love you, your church loves you, and you are an important part of our congregation. I pray that you’ll stay and be a part of the family 
you’ve been a part of for so long. Our church needs you, and you need the church. 

If you voted to disaffiliate, please remain aware of how other people are experiencing this moment. Also, please remember that this 
season of discernment has been but a waypoint in the greater journey of our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ and offer Christ to 
the city. We move forward with clarity and hope.

Finally, be in worship this Sunday if you will be in town. Sit in your same spot in the same sanctuary as we worship Jesus Christ, who is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever.

I love you, dear ones. Thank you for being such faithful partners on this challenging journey. I look forward to journeying with you into the 
future God has in store for us.

With love in Christ,
Jim Morrow, Senior Pastor

Miracle Meals
Miracle Meals is a caring service that 
reflects the concern of our 
congregation for members who are not 
able to attend Wednesday night 
supper.  Meals are packaged in the 
church kitchen and delivered by 

volunteers on Wednesday afternoon.  Some individuals receive 
the meals for a few weeks as they recuperate from surgery or 
sickness while others receive the meals on a long term basis.  
Eight to ten meal packages are delivered weekly.  All meals are 
funded by the church and offered free of charge to the family.  
Without exception, families express sincere gratitude for both 
the meal and the brief visit.

The Miracle Meals service is one of many 
Congregational Care Ministries offered by our 
church.  You can support this ministry by 
making monetary donations or by serving on 
the delivery team.  If you know of an individual 
or family who would benefit from Miracle 
Meals, please contact Sylvia Broadaway, who 
coordinates this hospitality care ministry.

Prayer & Thoughts 
A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to get away for the day on a Deacon’s Retreat at Green Bough in Adrian, GA. The facility is 
unassuming at best, but God is there. It was the day after I gave my personal statement at our Town Hall meeting and a week before our 
looming church vote. I needed a day away to meet with God, and He was faithful to show up. I saw Him in the dashing of three deer as I 
walked through the woods and in the colors of new spring flowers bursting forth. I felt His presence in the warmth of the sun.  I heard Him in 
the chirping of birds who lingered in my presence, seemingly not bothered by a human in their midst. I pondered the new season ahead in 
the life of God’s church of which I am a part. He spoke words of redemption, affirmation, and new beginnings to my heart. Pen and paper in 
hand along my silent walk with Him that morning, I wrote down all that God spoke to me. I want to share it with you. Unedited and 
fragmented as it is, may you be encouraged.  
 
God, 
I want to create space for You to dwell.
I want to tarry with You in the garden.
I want Your creatures and Your creation all around me.  
I am confident I am here for a time such as this to lead Your people with joy into the Promised land, into the new birth we are to celebrate.  
What man meant for evil, You will use for Your good. Joy is my weapon.  
I am mature in my faith. May I embrace it, use it, preach it, to lead Your people.  
God is with me, strengthening me.  I thank You for new birth out of bondage of the past.
We will move forward in faith, surrender, and wisdom to be a light in the darkness.
May the heavens and earth declare Your glory.
God’s grace and protection cover me.  
Our help comes from the hills, from the mountain of God.   
Oh, how majestic is Your name, Maker of Heaven and earth. 
There is a new sunrise. There is new in me.  
Piece by piece break off what is broken and dead that we might find new life within.
Let us mature in our faith and care for one another.  Let us move together in unity.
What might I need to surrender?
She comes in strength and courage, to be a strength to My people.  
Strong and whole, beauty from ashes to heal a broken people.  
God’s people are broken and crushed, yet we are highly favored, for The Lord is with you.  Blessed are God’s people.  
I shall not take my blessings for granted. 
Praise be to God.
 

We have a new season before us in the life of the Church. We all process change differently.  Some new seasons are welcomed and 
planned by us, some are not.  Regardless the season, all seasons are known to God. When we seek Him, He is faithful to guide us. He 
gives us what we need even when we don’t realize what our needs are. I do know this, we are in this together. Some of us are strong, 
some are not.  This is when we link arms and hearts together with our brothers and sisters in Christ and continue the journey God has 
called us to. May we find joy in the journey, for the best is yet to come. 
 

#ICare
Pastor Anna

https://firstmethodistalbany.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/The-Day-After.pdf


8:30 AM and 10:30 AM services will be in the Sanctuary on this 
Sunday. 

Sanctuary Choir 
Join us Sunday, April 2 for our annual 
Palm Sunday musical celebration with 
the Sanctuary Choir, worship team, and 
members of the Albany Symphony. Both 

THE 
LORD’S 
PANTRY

                          The Upper Room Devotional Books 
(regular and large print) are located throughout the church.  
Pick one up to use as a devotional guide for you and your 
family.  A 75₵ donation is requested.

First Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday at First 
Methodist. When you come to the church, 
place your non-perishable items in the 

containers in the hallways to help restock the shelves of 
the Lord’s Pantry.    

Men’s Fellowship @ Kamp Kirksey!  Join the men of our 
church for fellowship and a meal together on April 13! Supper is 
served at 6:00 PM, but come as early as 5:30 PM to hang out 
around the grill. Call the church to make your reservation by 
noon on Tuesday, April 11. Donations appreciated, but not 
required.

SAM (Senior Adult Ministries) GATHERINGS - 
Join us for our April SAM Gathering, Thursday, April 
20 at 11:30 AM in Sapp Conference Room. We will 
have lunch ($7.00) and a ballroom dancing 
demonstration from Ted and Marilyn Gibson. 
Please RSVP to the main church office by noon 
Monday, April 17.

April 6 - Maundy Thursday
Fried or Smothered Pork Chops, Rice, Corn Casserole,

Green Beans, Rolls
Children’s Line: Pizza

April 12
Hamburger Steaks, Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli Casserole, Rolls

Children’s Line: Hamburger and French Fries

April 19
Smoked Chicken, Sweet Potatoes, Fried Okra, Rolls

Children’s Line: Pizza

April 26
Stew Beef over Rice, Cabbage, Green Beans, Rolls
Children’s Line: Chicken Tenders and French Fries

Make your reservations at
www.firstmethodistalbany.com, 

call the church office, 
or scan the QR Code.

To make your reservation, please make your selection and submit 
the on-line form. Reservations are needed by noon on Tuesdays. 
Children plates are $4 and adult plates are $7. Children 2 and under 
eat for free. Family maximum - $20.00. 

from your Church Archivists (Gordon and Meri Beth)

The Elnora Hawk Class was organized in 1942 as the 
Young Women’s Bible Class. Elnora Hawk was the first 
teacher and was known for her wise sayings.  Among 
them was this: “Never tell a person who gives you 
something or does something nice for you that you 
shouldn’t have because the giving or doing is good for 
that person.”

LOOKING 

BACK : Historical Glimpses

5-6:00 PM  Ford Hall

many of the major sights of Egypt that are in the Bible. If you’ve 
ever wanted to visit the Pyramids or see the Valley of the Kings or 
see Mount Sinai in person, this is the trip for you. We have had a 
great response to this tour and there is still plenty of time to 
register with a $100 off early-bird discount. Brochures are 
available in the main church office. You may contact Brandon 
Keaton for a digital copy of the brochure and all the information 
for this tour with Educational Opportunities Tours, Inc.

Holy Land January 2024: Journey through the Bible. We will 
be going back to the Holy Land January 23-February 3, 2024. 
We want to have a special tour made up of people from First 
Methodist and our families and friends. If you have never been to 
the Holy Land, or if you return regularly, you will always get 
something from visiting the sites of the life of Christ. Seeing the 
Sea of Galilee, the Mediterranean at Caesarea, or the first time 
you see the holy city of Jerusalem are things you will never forget. 
We will have Hussam Musleh, a devout Palestinian Christian as 
our guide. Hussam has had the privilege of guiding and preparing 
pilgrimages for two popes to the Holy Land. This will be a life-
changing excursion that will make the Bible come alive to you. 
Physical brochures are available in the main church office. 
Contact Brandon Keaton for a digital copy of the tour brochure or 
for more information.

Brandon Keaton, Director of Music & Senior Adult Ministries
bkeaton@firstmethodistalbany.com

Travel Ministry in 2023 and 2024

Fall 2023 Splendors of Egypt Tour. Join Brandon 
Keaton October 31-November 10, 2023 for a 
once-in-a-lifetime tour of Biblical Egypt. With stops 
in Cairo, Luxor, Aswan, and Sinai, we will see 

Preschool 2023-2024 registration continues! The 
registration fee is $95 per child. If you would like more 
information or would like to schedule a visit, please call 
Erin Loyd at 432-5512. 

KID’S MINISTRY
April 8 : Egg Hunt & Picnic

May 31: Kids Camp 307 Begins
June 15: Summer Fun Day

June 19-23: Vacation Bible School
July 10-14: Camp Connect
July 18: Summer Fun Day

YOUTH MINISTRY
May 5-7: Regeneration Choir Tour

May 30 - June 9: Hosanna Choir Tour
June 12-16: Awanita Middle School Camp

I always think of the saying, “April showers bring May flowers.” In 
fun keeping of our April rain showers, let’s provide shower items 
to those in need this month. Please place your donations in the 
Missions baskets or drop them off at the front office. These items 
will be packed into our Blessings Bags. 

Wash Cloths, Body Wash, Shower Sponge, 
Travel size Shampoo/Conditioner, Soap

While many of us will be doing some Spring cleaning in our own 
yards, let us take notice of our neighbors and ask the Lord to 
show us a neighbor in need. What a wonderful gift it is to have a 
neighbor help us out in a time of need. Maybe a neighbor is 
housebound, recovering from surgery, elderly, a single mom or 
dad with lots on their plate and little time to do it all. There are 
many right next door that could use our helping hands. So, I 
challenge each of us to share in the generosity of Christian love 
with a few ideas like cutting a neighbor’s grass, weeding a flower 
bed, blowing the driveway off, and/or adding a potted plant to the 
porch. Share your stories with me on how God impacted you and 
your neighbor through the light He shares. Blessings! 

There are many wonderful places to put our hearts and talents to 
work for the Kingdom of God. Often, we don’t know where to get 
started. I would love to help you find that place. If you are 
interested in Missions and Outreach and would like to serve at 
church and in our community, please contact me. 

Christy Winkel, Director of Missions and Outreach
229-343-1745/229-432-7407 

cwingate@firstmethodistalbany.com

May he be like 
rain falling on a mown 

field, like showers 
watering the earth. 

Psalm 72:6 

KNIT ONE, PRAY TOO - You are invited to join us on Saturday, 
April 15 at 9:00 AM in Sapp Conference Room. Bring your 
projects or come and learn how to knit and crochet. We have lots 
of fun and fellowship, and of course prayer!

If there is a friend or loved one in need of a special reminder of 
God’s love, please let us know and a prayer shawl can be 
prepared for you to share with them. For further information 
contact Misty Keaton at mistykeaton@yahoo.com.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SUPPER  
beginning April 12

 6-6:20 PM    Ford Hall

Strengthen Your Grip: How to be Grounded in a Chaotic World -  
book study by Charles Swindoll. We begin after supper in Ford Hall 
at 6:00 PM.  Purchase a book from Amazon or your favorite 
bookstore.  We invite you to read along and join us for a short 
message on how to hold on to truth and hope as we live out God’s 
principles.  Strengthen Your Grip is a highly practical book about 
knowing God’s peace and living well in every area of our lives.   We 
will hear inspirational stories and Biblical wisdom to gain confidence 
in God’s sovereign control over areas in our life such as: Priorities, 
Prayer, Attitude, Godliness, Money, Aging, and Family to name just a 
few. 

mailto:cwingate@firstmethodistalbany.com
mailto:mistykeaton@yahoo.com

